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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Speaker: Dr. Snehal Ajit Ulman, Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, School of

Languages and Literature, Sikkim University, Gangtok.

Chair: Dr. Bhim Subba, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, School of
Social Sciences, University of Hyderabad; and, Adjunct Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies,

New Delhi.
Venue: Zoom Webinar

e The seminar highlighted that studying political rhetoric in China provides both a
linguistic and methodological framework for understanding governance, legitimacy,
and ideology. Dr. Ulman emphasised that rhetoric serves as a form of political
intelligence, and an adaptive tool through which the Communist Party of China (CPC)
sustains authority, moral order, and public consent. The seminar underscored that
rhetorical discourse actively shapes China’s governance and strategic communication

at home and abroad.

e Dr. Ulman highlighted that CPC leaders from Mao Zedong to Xi Jinping have
consistently employed carefully crafted linguistic tools, including slogans, idioms,
and quotations, to influence domestic and international audiences. Such rhetorical

discourse embeds political messages within China’s cultural and historical traditions.

e Unlike Western rhetoric, which emphasises debate and logical argumentation,
Chinese political rhetoric prioritises moral authenticity, social harmony, simplicity,

and continuity, reflecting Confucian, Daoist, and Marxist philosophical foundations.

e Using Lu Xing’s framework, Dr. Ulman outlined four key functions: moral (virtue
and ethical responsibility), epistemological (shared national vision), dialectical
(ideological reinterpretation for reform), and psychological (emotional appeals). Dr.
Ulman cited the examples of Xi’s Guangpan campaign China Dream, Deng’s

Reform and Opening Up and the anti-corruption Tigers and Flies drive.

e The speaker further stated that linguistic features such as idioms (chengyu),




metaphors, classical quotations, and numerical slogans (Four Comprehensives, and
Three Represents) serve as cognitive anchors, making abstract political concepts

accessible and reinforcing policy understanding among citizens.

e The seminar traced rhetorical continuity across Chinese leadership: Mao emphasised
class struggle, Deng promoted pragmatism, Hu focused on harmonious society, and
Xi blends moral idealism, nationalism, and global vision through constructs like the

China Dream and Community of Shared Destiny.

e The speaker highlighted that international rhetoric, including translation adjustments
such as “peaceful rise” to “peaceful development”, demonstrates the CPC’s strategic
framing to shape global perception, underscoring the political and diplomatic

functions of language.

e Dr. Ulman concluded that Chinese political rhetoric is a sophisticated governance
mechanism, and not mere propaganda. By integrating cultural symbolism, ideological
continuity, and strategic communication, it legitimises leadership, mobilises

sentiment, and projects China’s civilizational and global aspirations.
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