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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Speaker: Dr. Sudhakar Vaddi, Assistant Professor, Centre for East Asian Studies,  School

of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

Chair: Amb. Skand Ranjan Tayal, Chairman, India-Republic of Korea Friendship Society.

Venue: Zoom Webinar

• The  seminar  featured  Dr.  Sudhakar  Vaddi,  who traced  North  Korea’s  nuclear

ambitions back to Cold War legacies and the unresolved Korean War, arguing that its

nuclear posture is shaped by its resistance to foreign domination and the ideology of

Juche. Despite UN sanctions, Pyongyang’s quest for nuclear deterrence reflects deep

historical insecurities and a strategic culture of self-reliance.

• The speaker critiqued the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as biased against non-

nuclear states, emphasising how institutions, ideas, and material capabilities reinforce 

a hegemonic order. He noted that the NPT's selective enforcement and failure to 

address North Korea’s security concerns have contributed to Pyongyang’s withdrawal

and pursuit of nuclear arms.

• Employing Robert Cox’s Theory of Hegemonic World Order and the MCII (Material 

Capabilities, Ideas, Institutions) model, Dr. Vaddi explained North Korea’s actions as 

a rational response to hegemonic coercion. He cited examples such as the US’ atomic 

diplomacy and institutional double standards that shape the global nuclear order.

• Dr.  Vaddi  highlighted  the  growing  nuclearisation  of  Northeast  Asia,  where  US

deployments and rising China-Russia-North Korea ties are fuelling a regional arms

race. He suggested that North Korea’s nuclear programme is both a reaction to and a

catalyst for shifting strategic dynamics in the region.

• The speaker stated that  the planned deployment of Sea-Launched Nuclear Cruise

Missiles by the US is seen as part of a broader deterrence strategy aimed at Russia and

China. However, Dr. Vaddi argued that this would likely intensify tensions and fail to
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resolve North Korea’s nuclear deadlock, which is deeply embedded in geopolitical

rivalries.

• The speaker  made  a  case  for  exploring  the Treaty  on  the  Prohibition  of  Nuclear

Weapons (TPNW) as an alternative framework that could offer smaller states legal

support against  nuclear threats. North Korea’s interest  in the TPNW highlights its

desire for a fairer international system that addresses asymmetric power structures.

• The Chair, Amb.  Tayal,  noted North Korea’s mistrust of international agreements,

citing inconsistencies in US treaty commitments  such as  the Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action (JCPOA). He also acknowledged the historical, though now dormant,

cooperation between North Korea and Pakistan on nuclear and missile technology.

Disclaimer: This is a summary produced for purposes of dissemination and for generating wider discussion. All
views expressed here should be understood to be those of the speakers and individual participants, and not
necessarily of the Institute of Chinese Studies. Since this is a summary, it cannot be used for citation without
confirming with the speaker(s). 
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