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ABOUT AICCS

The Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS) has been organizing the All India Conference of China Studies (AICCS)
as a flagship event since 2006. The primary objective is to generate interest in, and strengthen research
on, China Studies in India. It is convened annually, usually in November-December, in partnership with an
institution which has research and teaching programmes on China. The AICCS provides a platform to
research scholars from all over the country, to debate their ideas and concerns in a university setting and
build intellectual and scholarly networks. In addition to a special theme each year, the conference also
showcases a survey of recent scholarship in different aspects of China Studies, globally as well as in India.

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF AICCS

As a pan-Indian outreach initiative, the previous editions of AICCS have been held in Delhi (2006 & 2009),
Jadavpur University (2010), Central University of Hyderabad (2011 & 2023), Visva-Bharati University
(2012 & 2021), IIM Kozhikode (2013), Banaras Hindu University (2014), Sikkim University (2015),
University of Mumbai (2016), Goa University (2017), Christ (deemed-to-be-University) (2018), O.P.
Jindal Global University (2019), IIT Madras (2021) and IIT Guwahati (2022).

MIRA SINHA-BHATTACHARJEA AWARD

Each year, the best paper presented by a young and emerging scholar is selected
for the Mira Sinha-Bhattacharjea Award, instituted in the memory of one of the
most eminent scholars of China Studies in India. The Award carries a prize of 25,000
INR and the selected paper is published by the ICS. The selection is made by a
Committee comprising senior China scholars, based on originality of the topic,
methodology, argument and presentation.

16TH AICCS was held at the University of Hyderabad from 16–18 November 2023

https://www.icsin.org/mira-sinha-bhattacharjea-award
https://www.icsin.org/mira-sinha-bhattacharjea-award
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CONCEPT NOTE

This year, the AICCS, in its 17th edition, is being held in Manipal on 21-23 November 2024 in
collaboration with the China Study Centre, Department of Geopolitics and International Relations,
Manipal Academy of Higher Education (Institution of Eminence), Manipal. The Special Theme is
Understanding China in a Turbulent World: Geopolitical Contestation and Cooperation.

For the last four decades of the 20th century and up to the first decade of the 21st century, the Asian
theatre was, by and large, stable. The PRC's overriding domestic and external requirement was peace
and stability to pursue its domestic economic development and modernization agenda. China took full
advantage of the economic globalization underway, facilitating the flow of vast quantities of foreign
investment to the PRC. Its chief strategy was to 'keep a low profile' and 'not take the lead' in
international affairs, enabling it to prioritize and achieve double-digit growth for nearly three decades.
Even as the American policy towards China went through various twists and turns from 'containment' to
'engagement' to 'congagement,' it was a relationship marked by the clear dominance of the US, duly
recognized by the PRC.

By the end of the first decade of the 21st century, the PRC had climbed to the position of the third
biggest economy, ranked second in forex holdings, had acquired the label of the 'manufacturing factory'
of the world, and had dazzled the international gathering with its technological capabilities at the 2008
Beijing Olympics. After that, the PRC's external posture and behavior observed a shift from the 'keeping a
low-profile approach' to one based on the 'striving for achievement' policy. Scholars have debated the
nature and implications of the impending "power transition" and have embarked on theoretical
exercises to explain the structural transformation of the world order that the "rise" of China heralded.
More crucially, the United States and China now appear to be on the brink of an entirely new phase of
engagement, marked by (power) competition, confrontation on a host of issues, and lessening
possibilities of cooperation. This rivalry will likely shape the political, military-strategic, and economic
futures of the region's other countries.

Over the past decade, China has used its growing economic strength to create interdependencies
with several Asian nations, thus weakening some of these nations' political affiliations with the United
States. At the same time, the regional countries worry that China's growing military forays in the East
and South China Seas will constrain their sovereignty and interests. Therefore, they have sought to get
the United States to re-engage in Asia. But while they want the US to counterbalance China in the
region, a few of these nations are lining up alongside the United States to contain China militarily. The
growing disenchantment with the BRI is another dimension, even as China has created an impressive
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financial support base to facilitate the BRI, including the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, BRICS
New Development Bank, and the Silk Road Fund, including participation by China's state-owned banks.

Juxtaposed with the pandemic, the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) marked a
departure from traditional politics, paving the way for a 'new era' under Xi Jinping. This development
hints at China's future and has implications for the changing regional and global political landscape.
What adds to this are the growing concerns over demographic challenges and slow economic growth in
China.

In addition, the world is witnessing multiple theatres of regional conflicts. For instance, the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine conflict, the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, and the recently unprecedented escalation of
military hostilities between the Houthis and the US in the Red Sea. There are more global risks associated
with these regional wars. There is growing anxiety about whether the increasing tensions in Europe and
the Middle East will snowball into a worldwide conflict.

Given this highly turbulent era due to the structural churn in world politics, the Special Theme of
the 17th AICCS would be Understanding China in a Turbulent World: Geopolitical Contestation and
Cooperation. A host of rubrics are encompassed within this theme: China's Perceptions of the World
Order and the role it seeks to exercise in this 'new era' under Xi Jinping; the new trends in foreign and
security policy, which could encompass China's military modernization and force structure and its
strategic partnerships; the PRC's new global initiatives, reflecting China's growing international discourse
power and its resonance, especially within the Global South; the changing nuances in China's multilateral
engagements and the leading role it seeks to acquire in climate change negotiations; and finally, the
global governance of technology, keeping in mind science & technology innovation in China and its quest
for energy security and strategic minerals.

Kunyu Wanguo Quantu 坤輿萬國全圖 (Map of the Ten Thousand Countries of the Earth) is the oldest surviving map in
Chinese to show the Americas. Map was created in Ming China at the request of the Wanli Emperor in 1602 by the Italian
Catholic missionary Matteo Ricci and Li Zhizao, a Chinese mathematician, astronomer and geographer. It was printed by
Zhang Wentao of Hangzhou, possibly an official printer of the Ming court. Not wishing to offend the Chinese who believed
that China was at the center of the world, Ricci moved China fromthe eastern fringes of his world map towards the center,placing
the American continent to the right and the European and African continents to the left. This map is available from the
United States Library of Congress's Geography & Map Division.
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—PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2024

1100 - 2100 hours: Arrival of Participants

DAY 1: THURSDAY, 21 NOVEMBER 2024

0830- 0900 hours: Registration for Conference Attendees

INAUGURAL SESSION
0900-1115 hours

WELCOME REMARKS

Alka Acharya is the Chairperson and a Professor at the Centre for East
Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi, where she has been teaching and guiding doctoral
research scholars since 1993. From April 2012 to March 2017, she was
the full-time Director and Senior Fellow of the Institute of Chinese
Studies. She was the Editor of the quarterly journal, China Report (New
Delhi) from 2005-2013. She was nominated by the Indian government as
a member of the India-China Eminent Persons Group (2006-2008) and
was a member of the National Security Advisory Board of the
Government of India for two terms, 2006-2008 and 2011-2012. Her

publications include Crossing a Bridge of Dreams: 50 years of India-China (co-edited, 2001), China &
India: Politics of Incremental Engagement, (2008) and most recently, Boundaries and Borderlands: A
Century after the 1914 Simla Convention (Routledge, New York 2023). Her current research focuses on
India-China-Russia Trilateral Cooperation. Since August 2022, she has assumed charge as Honorary
Director of the ICS.

CHAIR
Seshadri Chari is the Chairman of the China Study Centre (CSC) and
Centre for Indo-Pacific Studies (CIPS), MAHE, Manipal, is a distinguished
Indian public intellectual with a broad career spanning politics,
journalism, and foreign policy analysis. Dr. Chari’s extensive experience
in international development includes a consultancy role with the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP) in South Sudan. He currently
holds several key positions, including Director of the Forum for Strategic
& Security Studies (FSSS) and Secretary-General of the Forum for
Integrated National Security (FINS). He is a Member of the Governing
Council of the Research & Information System for Developing Countries

(RIS), New Delhi. He is Professor Emeritus at the Savitribai Phule Pune University (SPPU) and Chancellor’s
Nominee in the Managing Council of Mumbai Vidyapeeth. His academic and public policy contributions,
particularly in the fields of pluralism, conflict resolution, and interfaith harmony, continue to shape India’s
strategic and security landscape.
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CONVENER’S REMARK

G. Venkat Raman is a Professor at the Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences, IIM Indore. He is also an Honorary Fellow of ICS, Delhi.
He has been recently awarded the Fulbright Nehru Academic and
Professional Excellence (2023-24). He completed his Fulbright Fellowship
at the Schar School of Policy and Government, George Mason University
(Virginia, USA). Currently, he is researching the state of US-China power
rivalries, primarily focusing on the technology war and climate change.
Recently, he has been awarded an ICSSR Fellowship to work on
‘Multilateralism in the Global South’ in the context of India’s foreign
policy strategy. Venkat is a Sinologist and a keen observer of geopolitics.

He offers elective courses like Power Rivalries and Global Governance in the Twenty-first Century,
Understanding the China Challenge, and Political Risk Management. Venkat completed his doctoral
studies at the School of Government, Peking University, and is fluent in Mandarin. He has also co-
authored and published case studies (on Indian businesses in China) in prestigious case centres like Ivey
Publishing, ISB Hyderabad, and China Europe International Business School, Shanghai.

OPENING ADDRESS

Lt. Gen. M. D. Venkatesh is leading the Manipal Academy of Higher
Education (MAHE), an Institution of Eminence, and a Deemed University,
as Vice-Chancellor. As a founding faculty member of the Department of
Medical Education Technology at Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC),
he has made significant contributions to the field of Medical Education.
He has held all academic positions, from Reader to the Dean of
Prestigious Armed Forces Medical College Pune. During his 38-year
career in the Armed Forces, Dr Venkatesh held significant administrative
positions such as Deputy Director General of Armed Forces Medical
Services (Planning & Training), Additional Director General of Armed

Forces Medical Services (Medical Research, Health & Training), Dean of AFMC in Pune, and Commandant
of AMC Centre and College in Lucknow. Professor Venkatesh holds academic and administrative
positions, in addition to serving as an assessor for the Medical Council of India (MCI) and the National
Board of Examinations (NBE). He served as a Governor of the Board of Governors for the Indian Academy
of Otolaryngology and Head & Neck Surgery. Dr. Venkatesh was a distinguished member of the Medical
Advisory Council for the newly commissioned National Medical Commission, as well as a member of the
General Assembly of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), which operates under the auspices
of the Government of India. Lieutenant General Dr. M.D. Venkatesh has been honoured with numerous
awards and accolades for his outstanding contributions to the field of medicine. Among these awards
are two commendations from the Chief of Army Staff and the Prestigious Vishisht Seva Medal received
from the President of India. Lieutenant General (Dr.) M.D. Venkatesh served with distinction for 38 years
in the Armed Forces Medical Services before assuming the esteemed position of Vice Chancellor at
Sikkim Manipal University.
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SPECIAL REMARKS

Madhav Das Nalapat was appointed India’s first Professor of Geopolitics
at the Department of Geopolitics and International Relations (DGIR) &
UNESCO Chair for the Promotion of the Culture of Peace and Non-
Violence by Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE), Manipal in
1999, a position he still holds. He is the Honorary Director of DGIR. He is
an Executive Member of the Editors Guild of India, an Associate of the
National Institute of Advanced Studies and an Associate Member of the
United Services Institution. Presently, Professor Nalapat is the Editorial
Director of ITV Media Network. He has previously held editorial positions
at Mathrubhumi and The Times of India. He writes extensively for national

and international publications. He has authored over a dozen books, including Cold War 2.0: Illusion
Versus Reality, 75 Years of Indian Foreign Policy: War, Peace and a World Realigned, and The Practice of
Geopolitics.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

TITLE : Geopolitics as a Theory to Imagine a Unipolar World

Madhavan K. Palat was born in 1947, studied history at the University of
Delhi and the University of Cambridge, and took his DPhil at the
University of Oxford, specialising in late Imperial Russian history. He
taught at the Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
from 1974 to 2004 and took early retirement. He was a Visiting Professor
of Imperial Russian History at the University of Chicago in 2006 and a
National Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Study in Shimla in 2010-
2011. He was appointed as the Editor of the Selected Works of
Jawaharlal Nehru in 2011 which he brought to completion in 2019. He
has published on Russian workers and peasants, Russian imperialism in

Central Asia, Russian and Soviet Nationalities Policies, Eurasianism, Mironov, Solzhenitsyn, Dostoevsky,
History and Memory, Hobsbawm, Geopolitics, Socialism in India, Nehru on Democracy, Southeast Asian
History, and Secularism. He lectures on other aspects of Nehru’s ideas and on current international
affairs, especially Ukraine and Palestine.

INTRODUCER
Amrita Jash is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Geopolitics and
International Relations (DGIR) at the Manipal Academy of Higher
Education (MAHE) in Manipal, India. She is the PhD Coordinator and the
Co-coordinator of the Centre for Indo-Pacific Studies (CIPS) at DGIR. She
holds a PhD in Chinese Studies from Jawaharlal Nehru University. Dr. Jash
was a Pavate Fellow at the University of Cambridge, UK (2019) and an IAS
Visiting Fellow at the University of Loughborough, UK (2024). Before
joining MAHE, she was a Research Fellow at the Centre for Land Warfare
Studies, New Delhi and the Managing Editor of the CLAWS Journal. She
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has been a Visiting Fellow at the Department of Politics and International Studies at the University of
Cambridge, a UGC graduate fellow (2012–17), a researcher under the Harvard-Yenching-Nanching
Programme (2015), a researcher under China’s Ministry of Commerce (2014), and a US-India-China
Initiative fellow at SAIS, Johns Hopkins University (2013). In 2019, Dr. Jash received a commendation from
the Chief of the Army Staff, General Bipin Rawat, for her contribution to the field of Chinese Studies at
the Centre for Land Warfare Studies. Her areas of research include China’s foreign policy, the People’s
Liberation Army, security and strategic issues in India-China and China-Japan relations as well as the Indo-
Pacific. She has authored China’s Japan Policy: Learning from the Past (Palgrave Macmillan/Springer, 2023)
and The Concept of Active Defence in China’s Military Strategy (Pentagon Press, 2021).

VOTE OF THANKS

Anand V. is an Assistant Professor (Senior Scale) at the Department of
Geopolitics and International Relations (DGIR), Manipal Academy of
Higher Education (MAHE), from where he completed both his PhD and
Masters in Geopolitics and International Relations. He is the Coordinator
of the China Study Centre (CSC) at DGIR. Dr. Anand teaches subjects
related to the theoretical as well as science and technology dimensions of
geopolitics, among others, at the Masters level. His areas of research
include China’s strategic culture and capabilities and China’s regional
approaches with a focus on its impact on regions like Eurasia, the Arctic
and Indo-Pacific; and the technological domains like outer space. He has

authored China’s Space Capabilities (2012).

1115-1130 Hours: BREAK

SPECIAL PANEL I

1130 – 1300 Hours

State of the Field: Accessing the Discourses in Chinese Studies

CHAIR

Alka Acharya, Honorary Director, Institute of Chinese Studies; Professor,
Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi.
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SPEAKERS

Bhim B. Subba is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Political
Science, School of Social Sciences, University of Hyderabad, Telangana. He
holds a PhD from the Department of East Asian Studies, University of Delhi.
His research interests are China studies (domestic politics), comparative
studies, East Asian politics, and international affairs. Concurrently, Dr.
Subba is also an Adjunct Fellow at the Institute of Chinese Studies, New
Delhi.

China’s Domestic Politics and Foreign Policy

G. Venkat Raman, Professor, Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Indian Institute of Management, Indore; Honorary Fellow,
Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.

Chinese Economy and its Geopolitical Implications

Anushka Saxena is a Staff Research Analyst with Takshashila’s Indo-Pacific
Studies Programme. Her research focuses on the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army and its reforms, China-Taiwan Relations, and India’s Foreign Policy. She
also curates the weekly Newsletter, Eye on China. She has previously worked
with think tanks such as the Observer Research Foundation, Institute of
Chinese Studies, and Centre for Social and Economic Progress, and has
written for reputed platforms such as MP-IDSA, Centre for Land Warfare
Studies, and Vivekananda International Foundation. She obtained her
Master’s degree in International Relations from the O.P Jindal Global
University, Sonipat, in 2023. She completed her Bachelor’s (Honours) degree

in History from the Lady Shri Ram College for Women, University of Delhi in 2021.

China's Tech and Innovation Ecosystem: Prevailing Theories and Frameworks
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Shagufta Yasmin is a Doctoral Scholar at the Centre for East Asian Studies,
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). Her
PhD thesis is titled “Chinese Environmental Diplomacy: A Study of its
Environmental Cooperation with the United States of America and India,
1997-2015”. She was one of the recipients of the prestigious ICS-HYI
Multi-Year Doctoral Fellowship (2017-2020). During her three-year
fellowship, she spent the first year at Central China Normal University. She
attended the School of International Studies at Peking University for the
second year, focusing on language proficiency and research. In the third
year of the Fellowship, she studied at the Harvard Yenching Institute. She

completed her MPhil from the Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies, JNU, and her
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Chinese language and literature from the School of Language,
Literature and Culture Studies, JNU. She went to Shenyang Normal University for one year of advanced
Chinese language training on a scholarship provided by MHRD, Government of India. She has taught
Chinese language at the Central University of Jharkhand. She has published an Occasional Paper at the
Institute of Chinese Studies, a policy brief with IISc, Bangalore, and a book chapter on “China’s
Engagement with Jordan: Manifestation of China’s Smart Power” in Jamal Al Shalabi and Nadeem Akhtar
(eds.) Kingdom of JORDAN: Hundred Years and After.

China’s Climate Change Diplomacy and Geopolitics

1300-1400 hours: LUNCH

THEMATIC PANEL I

1400-1515 Hours

China and International Politics

CHAIR

Dhanasree Jayaram is an Assistant Professor (Senior Scale) at the
Department of Geopolitics and International Relations (DGIR) and the Co-
coordinator at the Centre for Climate Studies, Manipal Academy of Higher
Education (MAHE), India. She is also a Research Fellow at the Earth System
Governance Project, a Member of the Climate Security Expert Network, a
Research Fellow at the Centre for Public Policy Research (India), a Non-
resident Fellow at the Finnish Institute of International Affairs, a Visiting
Fellow at the Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies (India); and Associate,
Network for Education and Research on Peace and Sustainability
(Hiroshima University). She was a Research Fellow at Centre Marc Bloch

and Guest Researcher at Freie Universität, Berlin – under the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s
International Climate Protection Fellowship in 2022-2023. She pursued a visiting fellowship (Erasmus
Mundus) at Leiden University, the Netherlands in 2014-15; and a postdoctoral fellowship at University of
Lausanne, Switzerland, under the Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship in 2018-19. Dr. Jayaram’s
areas of research include environmental and climate security; climate diplomacy; environmental
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geopolitics in Southern Asia, Indo-Pacific, and polar regions; gender and climate governance; and
geopolitical/security implications of solar geoengineering. She is the author of Breaking Out of the Green
House: Indian Leadership in Times of Environmental Change (2012) and Climate Diplomacy and Emerging
Economies: India as a Case Study (2021).

SPEAKERS

Rushali Saha is a New Delhi-based independent researcher and foreign
affairs columnist. She is working as a security risk analyst with Horizon
Intelligence, a Belgium-based threat intelligence firm. She was a Visiting
Fellow at the Stimson Center in 2021-22 and a NASP Fellow at The
Takshashila Institution in 2023. Previously, she was a Research Analyst at
the Diplomat Risk Intelligence. Rushali’s work explores the evolving
geopolitics of South Asia and the Indo-Pacific region with a specific focus
on India-U.S. relations and Indian foreign policy.

PAPER TITLE: Unveiling China's Strategic Narratives: Perspectives on the Liberal International
Order

ABSTRACT

A dominant theme in contemporary IR discourse has revolved around the question of what holds for
the future of the liberal world order. Central to this discourse has been the question of what the ‘rise’
of China means for the world order. Now, with growing uncertainty about United States intentions and
capabilities to maintain international leadership to protect a rules-based order, and the visible rise of a
more assertive and ambitious China, this question becomes even more pertinent. It is against this
backdrop that the paper will analyse Chinese views of the liberal world order. Using the theoretical
construct of strategic narratives, this paper seeks to understand Chinese narrative constructions of
global order. Unlike existing research on multilateralism which tends to focus on the dynamics of
cooperation and contestation, this paper uses narratives as a starting point. Acknowledging that
strategic narratives are also instruments of policy, the paper also seeks to explain the ‘instruments’
China is using to advance its narratives. The paper consists of four key sections. Firstly, the paper
provides an overview of the evolution of the liberal world order and outlines its key normative
components. Secondly, the paper provides a theoretical description of the strategic narratives
framework and explains the rationale behind using the framework to study perceptions on world order.
The third section engages with Chinese official documents and secondary literature to identify the
strategic narratives in Chinese foreign policy discourse vis-à-vis the liberal international order. Finally,
the paper shows how China is using BRI and other instruments to advance its narratives in an attempt
to “reform” the international liberal order.
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Harsh Yadav is a Master’s student in the Department of International
Relations at South Asian University, New Delhi. He possesses a diverse
academic background which includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Chemistry
(Hons.) from Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. His
interdisciplinary inquisitiveness lies in Chinese Studies, International
Political Economy, Political Philosophy, and Critical Theory. Harsh’s
academic pursuits gravitate towards the labyrinthine global power
dynamics which is economically and politically shaped by modern
imperialism. He is interested in engaging with the contemporary systems
of domination which have transcended national boundaries, evolving

into decentralised networks of influence and control that are exercised through international financial
institutions and multilateral corporations. Harsh is riveted by the cultural, economic, and political forces
that operate in tandem to uphold the global hierarchical setup. His interest lies in analysing the critical
rapport between capitalism and urbanisation by acknowledging the exploitation perpetuated by not just
direct domination but by subtle methods involved in our daily lives. In synthesising these intricate ideas,
Harsh wants to offer a nuanced perspective on global hegemony and the ideological underpinnings of
modern imperial structures, constantly seeking to uncover the intersections of power, economy, and
philosophy.

PAPER TITLE: Dragon’s Pearl in the 21st Century: The Intricacies of Chinese “Rogue Aid” in the
Global South

ABSTRACT

China has recorded one of the greatest economic growths in human history. However, it has not been
received well by many members of the international community that sees it as an imperialist revisionist
power that is engulfing the global south with its economic might. This paper attempts to answer a few
questions regarding Chinese investments and aid in the third world and demarcate it from the
understanding of Western aid. The paper attempts to problematize the tag of ‘rogue aid’ associated with
China with empirical studies. The paper also tries to explicate the political considerations and factors
behind China's aid and how they are different fromWestern aid.

Faisal Ahmed is Professor and Chair of the International Business
Program at the FORE School of Management, New Delhi. His research and
consulting interests include Indo-Pacific trade and geopolitics, mega-
regional trade agreements, China’s Belt and Road Initiative, and global
value chains. He holds a doctorate and a Master’s degree in the area of
international business/trade from India, and an executive certification in
geopolitical analysis from Geneva. Prof. Ahmed had been a consultant to
the United Nations ESCWA and other organisations. He has also worked
on projects supported by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Government of India, and ASEAN Secretariat. He has published several

papers in refereed journals indexed in Scopus, ABDC, ABS, and Clarivate-Web of Science. His book titled,
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The Belt and Road Initiative: Geopolitical and Geoeconomic Aspects has been published by Routledge
(New York & Oxon, 2022). He is also the author of the textbook, Business Environment: Indian and Global
Perspective published by PHI (Prentice-Hall of India). He has also published three edited books, and three
monographs including one on EEZ and UNCLOS, and his papers have appeared in refereed journals
indexed in ABDC, ABS, Scopus and Web of Science. His articles have appeared in leading newspapers such
as The Hindu, Business Line, The Economic Times, The Financial Express, Bangkok Post, The Korea Times,
South China Morning Post, and The Straits Times, among others. Prof. Ahmed is frequently interviewed as
an expert by national and international media including, Vietnam TV, Russia TV and the BBC.

Soumya Tiwari is a Doctoral Scholar in international business at FORE
School of Management, New Delhi. She has completed her Bachelor’s
degree in Political Science from Maitreyi College, University of Delhi, and
her Master’s Degree in Political Science with a specialisation in
International Relations from the University of Delhi. Additionally, she has
a diploma in International Affairs and Diplomacy from the Confederation
of Young Leaders. She has authored a book titled, The Voice of a Soul,
which is a collection of quotes and poetries. On the corporate front, she
was employed in the Marketing and Communications research
department as an Assistant Manager, where she worked on specific client-

centric automotive projects. She also has a great passion for learning languages. She is proficient in
French and Russian and has acquired a diploma in both languages from the School of Foreign Languages,
Ministry of Defence. She has also been appointed as Chair of the Asia and Oceania Student Research
Committee at the International Association for Political Science Students (IAPSS), Montreal, Canada. Her
research interests include emerging markets, political risk, SDGs, geopolitics, and multilateralism. She has
also presented papers at international conferences and reputed workshops, including the Academy of
International Business (AIB) and the European International Business Academy (EIBA).

PAPER TITLE: Factors Influencing China’s Geopolitical Gravity: Some Evidence from
Mathematical Modelling

ABSTRACT

The post-pandemic era witnessed the mending of global supply chains and value chains in the Indo-
Pacific largely because of China. China has been progressively contesting the geoeconomic and
geostrategic landscape due to which the geopolitical competition between the United States and China
has intensified at least since Barack Obama’s Pivot to Asia, and more so since Donald Trump’s trade war.
In this paper, through extant literature, we first identify seven broad factors that potentially influence
China’s geopolitical gravity. These factors include the following: The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
China’s dual circulation policy, the Global South development agenda, ocean diplomacy, the role of
artificial intelligence (AI), supply chain resilience, and Arctic geopolitics. The BRI seeks to expand trade
and connectivity across its economic corridors as well as through its maritime component. There are
initiatives like the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) that the US and allies are positioning against the BRI. How the modalities of these



13

projects unfold, will influence China’s geopolitical gravity. The other issues in the region entail the ‘dual
circulation’ policy and the global south development agenda. Through dual circulation, China seeks to
focus on both exports as well as reviving the domestic economy. And for the global south, after the
African Union formally joined the G20, China also held a summit with G77 countries in the format of
G77+China. Also, from the security perspective, there are issues pertaining to the freedom of navigation
in the South China Sea and also those pertaining to UNCLOS. Interestingly, the way ocean diplomacy
unfolds in the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific too remains a key determining factor to gauge China’s
geopolitical gravity. Moreover, the role of AI, supply chain resilience with a special focus on
semiconductors, and of course, the Arctic geopolitics will also determine its geopolitical gravity in the
near future. We have employed the mathematical modelling known as the Fuzzy Analytic Hierarchy
Process (F-AHP) to estimate the weightage of all the seven identified factors and prioritize them as a
determinant of China’s geopolitical gravity.

1515-1530 hours: BREAK

THEMATIC PANEL II

1530-1645 Hours

China’s Foreign Policy and Diplomacy

CHAIR

Rityusha Mani Tiwary is an Assistant Professor at the Department of
Political Science, Shaheed Bhagat Singh College, University of Delhi. She
holds a doctorate in Chinese Studies from Jawaharlal Nehru University.
She is an Honorary Fellow at Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi, and
Associate Editor of the prestigious journal, China Report. She is also an IOE
Fellow at the Delhi School of Transnational Studies, University of Delhi.
She has been the recipient of several fellowships, including the Visiting
Program for Young Sinologists in 2017 awarded by the Ministry of Culture,
People’s Republic of China; the International Visitor Leadership Program
by the Department of State, USA in 2016, among others. Her areas of

specialisation include East Asian regionalism, China’s political economy, and the foreign policies of China
and India.

SPEAKERS

Swati Kanwar is currently pursuing a PhD in Chinese Studies at the Centre
for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), New Delhi. She holds a Master’s degree in Politics with
specialisation in International Relations from the School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, and a Bachelor’s degree in English
Literature from the University of Delhi. Further, she has also completed a
certificate course on Strategic Culture from Rashtriya Raksha University,
Gujrat. She is passionate about cultural aspects which inform international
relations. Throughout her academic journey, she has cultivated a solid
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foundation in international studies and research analysis, and has actively participated in various
conferences.

PAPER TITLE: Exploring China's Soft Power Strategy through Confucius Institutes

ABSTRACT

In recent decades, there has been a rapid rise in the establishment of Confucius Institutes worldwide.
They have become synonymous with China's strategic endeavours to extend its soft power influence
globally. This forms a major part of China’s cultural diplomacy. The current President of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), Xi Jinping, promotes Confucius Institutes as vehicles for enhancing China’s global
footprint. The promotions for these institutes were started in 2004. Since then, Confucius Institutes have
proliferated, with over 500 branches in more than 160 countries by 2022. The establishment of these
institutes has contributed to the discourse on soft power and its contours in China and across the world.
Despite the presence of established cultural diplomacy practices like language centres run by Western
countries, including the British Council, Alliance Francaise, Goethe-Institut, China has initiated a different
structure for the Confucius Institutes to project its unique soft power approach which integrates state
control, economic diplomacy and cultural outreach. The findings of this study shed light on the
significance of Confucius Institutes as an instrument of China's soft power strategy, revealing their
potential to shape public discourse and perceptions on a global scale. These institutes have reaped
dividends to China in terms of its image as a benevolent power shaped by ancient Chinese thought based
on Confucian principles. However, these institutes have also been criticised by western nations for lack of
transparency and as a tool for political propaganda. As a result, China has initiated major rebranding and
restructuring of these institutions, and has become more transparent with respect to its functioning. This
paper highlights the importance of understanding the geopolitical dimensions of cultural diplomacy in the
contemporary world order. There is a need to study and analyse the complexities of power dynamics,
cultural exchange, and international cooperation in order to contribute to a deeper understanding of
China's role in global geopolitics in the 21st century.

Uday Nitin Patil is a Dr. TMA Pai Fellow and doctoral scholar at the
Department of Geopolitics and International Relations, Manipal Academy
of Higher Education. He holds an MSc in Defence and Strategic Studies
from Savitribai Phule Pune University, and has qualified for the UGC NET.
His PhD research focuses on post-Cold War American foreign policy-
making towards China in the realm of security. His broader research
interests include US grand strategy, US-China relations, and great power
competition in the Indo-Pacific. Uday’s publications have appeared in STS,
East Asia Forum, ORF, and The Hindu.

PAPER TITLE: Leadership Dynamics in US-China Relations in the ‘New Era’
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ABSTRACT

During Xi Jinping's presidency, he encountered three American administrations, each with distinct
worldviews that influenced their approach to U.S.-China relations. President Xi Jinping's worldview,
characterised by a commitment to China's rejuvenation and assertive foreign policy, intersected with
President Obama's pivot to Asia strategy. Xi Jinping's leadership, guided by the pursuit of China's national
interests and regional dominance, responded to Obama's pivot by asserting China's sovereignty and
promoting an alternative vision for regional order. This interaction between Xi's assertiveness and
Obama's strategic reorientation contributed to a notable shift in US-China relations, marked by increased
competition and geopolitical tensions in the Asia-Pacific region. Xi solidified control domestically and
internationally, leading to a more assertive foreign policy, and exemplified by initiatives like the Belt and
Road Initiative as well as increased military capabilities and presence. The Trump era saw heightened
tensions with a trade war and scrutiny of Chinese tech firms. Meanwhile, Xi responded by prioritising
domestic tech development, particularly in the chip industry, with investments in research, talent
recruitment from Taiwan, and assertive political control over tech firms. Biden has built on Trump’s tough
stance, emphasising on strategic competition and human rights concerns, albeit with a multilateral
approach. Throughout, Xi Jinping appears to have demonstrated a nuanced approach in safeguarding
China's interests amid escalating tensions between the United States and China. President Obama's
tenure was defined by a measured and diplomatic approach, prioritising multilateralism and cautious
intervention. President Trump, in contrast, embraced unpredictability and transnationalism, often
favouring unilateral actions and an "America First" agenda. Now, under President Biden's leadership,
there's a pivot back towards diplomacy, alliances, and a multilateral approach, reflecting his empathetic
nature, extensive foreign policy experience, and a commitment to restoring America's global standing
through collaborative efforts. This paper aims to analyse the evolving dynamics between American and
Chinese leaders, Xi Jinping, focusing on their shifting perspectives and approaches towards each other. It
will scrutinise how Xi Jinping's foreign policy strategies adapted in response to the changing
administrations from Obama to Biden, alongside examining the corresponding shifts in US policies
towards China during each presidency. By comparing and contrasting these perspectives, the paper seeks
to provide insights into the complexities of Sino-American relations and the interplay of their leadership
dynamics on the global stage.

Shree Jain is a PhD Research Fellow at the Symbiosis School of
International Studies, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), Pune.
She is a UGC NET-JRF-qualified scholar in Political Science. Her research
centres on Chinese foreign policy in South Asia, with a focus on China's
application of hard and soft power strategies in international relations. She
has published in Scopus-indexed journals, authored a book chapter on
“Ethics in International Relations”, and has contributed articles in leading
Indian policy think tanks.
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Sukalpa Chakrabarti is a political economist with over 20 years of
experience in teaching International Relations. Presently, she is the
Professor & Deputy Director at the Symbiosis School of International
Studies, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), Pune. From an area
studies perspective, Asian geopolitics, Africa's trade and economy and
India's public policy and diplomacy have been her major focus. She has
authored books and contributed chapters to edited books in foreign and
national publications alongside peer-reviewed, indexed journal articles,
conference (national and international) papers and book reviews. She has
designed and developed courses for academic programmes at various

eminent HEIs.

PAPER TITLE: “Manufacturing Consent” Online: China's Race for Influence through Social Media

ABSTRACT

With a staggering user base exceeding 5.04 billion globally, social media has emerged as the newest
instrument in China’s pursuit of influence. The Communist Party of China (CPC), while restricting domestic
access to Western platforms such as Facebook, Twitter (X), Instagram or YouTube, actively leverages
Western as well as Chinese apps like TikTok and WeChat with a giant international user base to directly
engage with the global population and advance its strategic and foreign policy goals. From glorifying
Chinese culture or promoting tourism in Xinjiang to countering and suppressing criticism against China's
zero-COVID policy or Belt and Road initiative, videos, reels, posts and advertisements are used to
promote favourable international public opinion as well as to control international narratives on critical
and politically sensitive issues. With its active and intense presence on social media, the CPC uses it as an
instrument of both co-option and coercion. Borrowing insights from Edward S. Herman and Noam
Chomsky's work “Manufacturing Consent," this study analyses three popular social media platforms –
Twitter (X), TikTok, and Facebook to provide a contextualised understanding of how these platforms are
utilised by the CPC as tools of both persuasion and propaganda. The research presents a comprehensive
overview of the diverse methods and strategies employed by the CPC to influence international public
opinion on social media. Through an examination of relevant research and media reports, this study
highlights numerous instances of the CPC using state-run media outlets, influencers, advertisements, and
targeted campaigns to meticulously shape and control the online discourse about China.

1645-1700 hours: HIGH TEA
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THEMATIC PANEL III

1700-1830 Hours

China’s Domestic Politics

CHAIR

Sreemati Chakrabarti is Chairperson and Honorary Fellow at the Institute
of Chinese Studies, New Delhi. She is former Professor of Chinese Studies
at the Department of East Asian Studies, University of Delhi. She has also
been Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Delhi; Head of the
Department of East Asian Studies for three terms, and Director of the
Institute of Chinese Studies (2009-2012). She was a Visiting Faculty at
Central China Normal University, Wuhan, China in 2018. She holds a
Doctorate in Political Science from Columbia University. Her publications
include China and the Naxalites; Mao, China’s Intellectuals and the
Cultural Revolution; and, China (a volume for the NBT). She has also

edited Higher Education in China: Select Perspectives and co-edited Taiwan Today. In addition, she has
published several articles in journals, magazines and newspapers and contributed chapters to books. In
2010, she was conferred the “China-India Friendship Award” by Chinese Premier, Wen Jiabao.

SPEAKERS
Namita Sharma is a doctoral scholar at the Department of International
Relations and Governance Studies, Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence,
Delhi-NCR, focusing on contemporary Chinese politics. Her research
explores how the Communist Party of China reclaims legitimacy in the
aftermath of policy failures and popular dissent and considers the broader
implications for political stability in authoritarian regimes. She holds a
Master’s degree in Politics and International Relations from Pondicherry
University and has worked as a Research Intern at the Indian Council of
World Affairs. Additionally, she has served as an Academic Associate at
the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of

Management, Indore.

PAPER TITLE: Comparative Analysis of Political Control in China: The Great Leap Forward and the
Zero Covid Policy

ABSTRACT

The mechanics of political control in China involve a complex interplay of state power, societal
compliance and resistance that often emerge in response to transformative policies. This dynamic
becomes particularly pronounced during times of crisis when the stability of the authoritarian system
hinges on its capacity to manufacture compliance. This tendency is visible in China when viewed through
the historical and contemporary lens of significant policy initiatives such as Mao Zedong’s Great Leap
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Forward and Xi Jinping’s Zero-COVID Policy. This paper will delve into the dynamics of political control in
China, examining how societal compliance is ensured and resistance is managed. By comparatively
analysing the Great Leap Forward(1958-61) and the Zero-COVID policy (2020-2022), this paper explores
how both leaders utilised centralised decision-making and propaganda to legitimise their policies. While
both these initiatives garnered acceptance in the initial phases, they eventually faced resistance from the
people in varying degrees. The paper also examines the significant role played by local Party cadres as
negotiators of compliance between the state and citizens in shaping societal responses during both
periods. This study highlights the continuity and evolution of governance strategies in China, underscoring
the Communist Party of China’s authoritarian resilience. It concludes with a reflection on the implications
of understanding political control in the context of contemporary China and the lessons that can be
drawn from these historical and contemporary experiences.

Japneet Kaur is a Research Associate at Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence,
Delhi-NCR. She holds a Master’s degree in Chinese Language and
Literature from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Prior to that, she
obtained a Chinese language diploma at the bachelor’s level, and a
Bachelor of Commerce from the University of Delhi. She was also a visiting
student at Nankai University, Tianjin, where she undertook a one-year
advanced intensive training course in the Chinese language and
international economics. Her research interests include China and South
Asia, the political economy of China’s borderland regions, and literature
and politics.

PAPER TITLE: Building Unified Domestic Market: Origins, Policies, and Progress

ABSTRACT

This paper examines the origins, drivers, and initiatives to achieve the goals of a domestic unified market
in China. Despite the fact that the initial policies were launched in the early 2000s, a unified market
remains an elusive goal. However, in the context of China’s efforts to make structural transitions from an
export-led economic model to one which relies on dual circulation, a series of initiatives, regulations, and
laws have been unveiled. The paper emphasises the relevance of the recent changes, and argues that
there has been significant progress towards the goals of creating a unified domestic market while
underlining the challenges in terms of barriers and local protectionism, which involve central-local
dynamics in China.

Diptangshu Ganguly is pursuing PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi, on the topic “Mapping Social Transformation in Contemporary
China: A Case Study of Select Chinese Concept Words through
Construction, Reform and New Era”. His research focuses on modern and
contemporary Chinese society, politics and economy, China’s modern and
contemporary history, and Chinese philosophy. He obtained his
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Chinese language and literature from
Visva-Bharati, West Bengal. In 2015, he received a scholarship from the
Ministry of Human Resource and Development (now, the Ministry of
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Education), India, and undertook a one-year advanced Chinese language course at Yunnan Normal
University, Yunnan, People’s Republic of China. Additionally, he has also taught the Chinese Language at
Sikkim University as a guest faculty for one semester. He has also worked in a corporate brokerage firm in
Mumbai for two years. Further, in December 2019, he qualified the University Grants Commission
National Eligibility Test (UGC NET).

PAPER TITLE: Chinese Style Modernization: CPC’s Modernization Narrative in Xi Jinping’s New
Era

ABSTRACT

In China, internal stability, social cohesion and uniformity of thought have always been core socio-
political aspects since imperial times. Since the Communist Party of China (CPC) came to power in 1949,
the ideas of internal stability, social cohesion and uniformity of thought subconsciously permeated into
the CPC’s political thought and policy formulations. Regardless of the CPC’s claim of complete
detachment from China’s past, simply because of the fact that as Martin Jacques has argued, culture
survives in the human subconscious mind. Socio-political stability and social cohesion are, to a significant
extent, dependent on economic prosperity, as historian Paul Kennedy has argued that a nation’s
comprehensive – domestic and diplomatic – power heavily depends on its economic prosperity. China’s
economic model and style since 1949 – which was implemented according to Soviet Russia’s economic
principles and practices – was supposed to be totally different from Western capitalist economies (mainly
the USA and Britain). From 1949 till the end of the 1970s, the CPC maintained a highly centralised
planned economy. Economic policies and practices, however, were not as successful as the CPC’s
leadership thought it would be. After experiencing successive economic and socio-political disasters such
as the Great Leap Forward, agricultural collectivisation, and the Cultural Revolution, the Party made a
huge course correction in 1978 and initiated the Reform and Opening Up policy – which was
fundamentally a transition from a planned economy to a market economy – to propel China towards
economic prosperity. The term Chinese-style modernisation was frequently used by Deng Xiaoping to
define China’s economic policies after the Mao era. The socio-political-economic reality of the Mao era
revolved around Mao’s own interpretation of “class struggle”. On the contrary, China’s economic and
political landscape after 1978 were remoulded according to Deng Xiaoping’s economic principle of Four
Modernisations which was the core concept of Deng’s “Socialism with Chinese Characteristics”.
Wholesale adoption of market economic principles, construction of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and
China’s participation in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) since 2001 catapulted China into the centre
stage of world economy. The CPC's leadership, relying on their superb economic acumen, successfully
navigated China during the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) of 2007-08 and managed to further integrate the
Chinese economy into the global economy. The rise and fall of the present-day Chinese economy – which
is the factory of the world – holds immense significance for the entire world. In the post-COVID world, the
Chinese economy is suffering from a sluggish recovery due to several internal and external factors, and its
economic power is perceived as a threat by the economic powerhouses of the world. Given these
circumstances, the CPC's increasing efforts to garner support for its economic model warrant in-depth
understanding. The CPC leadership since 1949 has shown an increased propensity toward promoting their
socio-economic policies and practices through carefully constructed slogans like Mao Zedong’s “New
Democratic Society”, Deng Xiaoping’s “Socialism with Chinese Characteristic”, or Xi Jinping’s “Chinese-
style Modernisation”. This paper will attempt to explain Chinese-style modernisation; what kind of
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significance this terminology holds for the CPC; and, why this term has become an all-encompassing
development narrative in Xi Jinping’s New Era.

Gokireddy Hima Bindu holds a Master’s degree in Geopolitics and
International Relations from the Department of Geopolitics and
International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE).
She is also an NASC Fellow (2024-25) at the Takshashila Institution. Her
research interests include China’s strategic affairs, the defence industry,
and the People's Liberation Army.

PAPER TITLE: China’s Military Modernisation under Xi Jinping and the Military-Civil Fusion
Strategy: Implications for India

ABSTRACT

Under Xi Jinping’s leadership, there has been a remarkable shift in the trajectory of military
modernisation, indicating a goal-oriented approach integrating it with the broader vision of the “Chinese
Dream”, by leveraging the Military-Civil Fusion (MCF) strategy. The MCF strategy promotes the
integration of the civilian and military sectors, facilitating seamless transfer of resources and technology.
This paper examines the implications of this modernisation for India. In doing so, it discusses the strategic
challenges posed by China, creating an asymmetric power dynamic. Finally, it underscores the need for
India to strengthen its military capabilities to address security concerns.

1830-1845 hours: BREAK

SPECIAL LECTURE
1845-1945 Hours

CHAIR

S. Raghotham is a veteran journalist who worked with the Times of India,
The Indian Express, Vijay Times and the Deccan Herald since 2017 till
recently as Opinion Page Editor, responsible for the Edit, Panorama
Pages, Sunday Spotlight and The Prism. With a Master’s in Defence and
Security Analysis from Lancaster University, UK, he specialises in Strategic
Affairs and Science and Technology and has written extensively on these
issues as well as on the technology industry. A votary of a tougher
approach by the Indian government during the Indo-US Nuclear Deal, he
wrote his dissertation and papers on the possibility of a nuclear
rapprochement between India and the US in 2003-4, during his stint with

the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, now MP-IDSA, New Delhi. In 2012, he was a Chevening
Scholar in Science and Innovation Policy at Said Business School, Oxford University, UK. In 2018, he was
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part of the US State Department’s International Visitor Leadership Programme on India-US Space
Cooperation. He is currently engaged as consultant in providing analytical inputs on geopolitical
dynamics and risk factors to industry.

SPEAKER

Lt. Gen. Arun Sahni is former General Officer Commanding-in-Chief
(GOC-in-C) of the South-Western Command of the Indian Army, with
extensive operational experience in India and abroad. He has consistently
been a high achiever in his 40 years of military service, starting with the
award of the Sword of Honour and the President’s Gold Medal, on
commissioning to the Army, from the Indian Military Academy. At apex
command assignments, in the Army, he has been responsible for India’s
territorial integrity along its borders with China, Myanmar and
Bangladesh and later Pakistan. His key staff assignments include stints at
the Directorate General of Military Operations, Directorate General of

Information Technology, as a military diplomat in Russia. His varied appointments have given him a
realistic understanding and meaningful insights into the intricacies of the Army’s operational preparedness,
modernisation, strategic assets and IT. Due to the multitude of assignments in India and abroad, he has an
insightful understanding of the internal and external security challenges, CI/CT operations, mechanised
warfare, border management and military diplomacy. He is well respected for his academic excellence
and incisive strategic acumen with respect to security and defence issues, geostrategic developments of
the changing global order, disruptive changes in India’s near and extended neighbourhood, CI/CT issues,
cyber security and related aspects of new age technologies. A regular speaker at various fora, on a
multitude of related subjects, he is also a Distinguished Fellow with prestigious think tanks of India, and
steers an environment policy group. He is also presently mentoring start-ups in cyber, AI and Robotics
and is a strategic advisor to a leading corporate for its Make in India – Defence initiatives.

PAPER TITLE: Challenges of 21st Century Warfare for India with Special Focus on Technology

ABSTRACT

As India forges ahead on its path towards ‘Viksit Bharat 2047”, there is a need for the Armed Forces to
be well prepared for its future role and tasks. Therefore, building its capabilities and capacities will have
to begin immediately, if it has not already commenced. Towards this end, the Indian Armed Forces while
preparing for 21st century warfare, will have to be prepared for challenges from both its unsettled
borders and the rapid changes in the character of war. India has unresolved border issues with two
adversarial neighbours and has to be prepared to safeguard its territorial sovereignty. This requires
conventional capabilities for classical warfare for defending its land borders. Whereas, a multipronged
approach would be required to address the hybrid threat spectrum, which is a result of disruptive
technology, the role and presence of ‘non-state actors’ in waging ‘proxy wars’ and the militarisation of
the erstwhile ‘global commons’ of cyber and space. Technology has led to the induction of smart
munitions, with increased lethality, accuracy and precision, and has enhanced the potency of ISR
(intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance) and created new age platforms like UAVs, unmanned
surface/underwater platforms, swarm drones, MUMT etc. Niche technologies of Augmented Reality (AR),
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Virtual Reality (VR), extended/mixed reality, robotics, quantum technologies, 5G and IOT are steering
revolutionary changes in both legacy and new age weapon platforms. The exploitation of cyberspace has
led to targeted and potent ‘influence operations’, that are carried out on target populations, with
immunity and non-attributability. Creating another dimension of warfare that influences the cognitive
faculties of the adversary and demands an innovative approach to address. There is no debate that
technology has had a profound impact on a digital interconnected world. It has not only positively
impacted people, processes and lifestyles, but has had a major impact on the security paradigm. With
specific reference to warfare, it has undoubtedly changed the character of future war. Technology has
become a key element of the hybrid warfare landscape that nations today have to address within their
national security architecture. In this dynamic and changing warfare spectrum, India has a unique
challenge of addressing security concerns that it inherited as historical baggage, at the time of
independence. Further, it is also important to meet the existing internal ethno-religious challenges,
while preparing for 21st century hybrid warfare. With this as a backdrop one will look at the 21st century
challenges for the Indian Armed Forces.

2030-2200 Hours: SPECIAL DINNER

DAY 2: FRIDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2024

THEMATIC PANEL IV

0900-1030 Hours

China and the Geopolitics of Technology

CHAIR

Arvind Kumar is Professor of American Studies at the Centre for Canadian,
US and Latin American Studies (CCUS&LAS), School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He was previously the
Chairperson of the Centre. Prior to joining JNU, he was Professor and
Head at the Department of Geopolitics and International Relations,
Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE). He was also a Research
Faculty at NIAS, Bangalore. He was a Visiting Fellow at the Henry L.
Stimson Centre, Washington, DC, Post-doctoral Fellow at the Sandia
National Laboratories, USA, Visiting Research Scholar at the Institute of
International Studies at Stanford University, APISA–IDSS Fellow at the

Institute for Defence & Strategic Studies, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore and was appointed
as Visiting Fellow at the University of New South Wales, Sydney. He was the Co-editor of Science &
Technology to Counter Terrorism published by National Academies Press, Washington, DC.
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SPEAKERS

Nikhil Guvvadi is a doctoral scholar at the Special Centre for National
Security Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, and a Network
for Advanced Study of China (NASC) (2024-25) Fellow at the Takshashila
Institution. Previously, he was a Research Intern at the Indian Council of
World of Affairs (ICWA), and also worked with the Counter-Terrorism
Centre at the Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses
(MP-IDSA) as a Research Intern. He completed his Master’s in Defence
and Strategic Studies from the Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar.
His research interests include environmental and maritime security,
strategic and security studies, South Asia and China. He received his

Bachelor’s in Political Science, English Literature, Mass Communication, and Journalism from Osmania
University (OU), Hyderabad. During his Bachelor's, he attended three national camps as a Sergeant in the
National Cadet Corps (NCC). With the virtues acquired in the NCC, the discipline and passion cultivated
through playing football, and study and research of Non-Traditional Security, he aims to become a
professional whose thoughts and actions can make a positive difference amidst changing climate and
world politics.

PAPER TITLE: China's Dominance in the Critical Minerals Industry: Major Power Responses and
Counter-Responses

ABSTRACT

Critical minerals, essential components of modern technologies, are subject to increasing attention due to
their vulnerability to supply disruptions and concentration in specific countries. However, there is no
single definitive list of these minerals, and their criticality can vary depending on the context. One such
context for major powers other than China is its dominance in the critical minerals industry. While China
has not yet achieved full control, it is a significant player in the sector. This research paper explores the
multifaceted dynamics that led to China’s dominance in this industry. China’s domestic production,
processing and export of key industrial minerals have significantly influenced global markets. The
country’s emphasis on resource security and control has also contributed to its dominance. Additionally,
China’s extensive industrial base and its use of innovative technologies in mining have further solidified its
position in the global mining industry. This paper delves into the responses of major powers such as the
USA, EU, Australia and India to China’s dominance. Various responses from different major powers aim to
de-risk their critical mineral supply chains. The rational utilisation and protection of mineral resources in
the West’s development strategy has been recognised. The trade disputes arising from China’s export
restraints on rare earths suggest a need for multilateral negotiations. The US government’s efforts to
reduce dependence on China, including the prioritisation of domestic extraction capacity, building
multilateral partnerships and the use of human rights discourse. However, there are challenges in
contesting China’s near-monopoly and achieving long-term goals underscoring the complexities involved
in reshaping global mineral supply chains. Furthermore, this study examines China’s responses to de-
risking efforts, revealing a dual strategy. On the one hand, the country has implemented guidelines for
responsible investment and due diligence in the minerals sector, aligning with international human rights
standards, and on the other hand, China has also pursued domestic mining activities and resource
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nationalist policies to protect its resources. However, these efforts are hindered by challenges such as
low-level surveys, extensive exploitation, and environmental concerns in the western regions of the
country. In conclusion, this research paper provides a comprehensive analysis of how China’s dominance
in the critical minerals industry came to be, the responses from major powers, and the challenges
inherent in reshaping the dynamics of this crucial sector. Understanding these complexities is essential
for formulating effective strategies to ensure sustainable and secure access to critical minerals on a global
scale.

Shalini Singh is currently pursuing PhD in International Relations from
Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity University, Noida. Her
research interests revolve around great power politics, focusing on the US
and China. She also has a keen interest in South Asia and Africa.

PAPER TITLE: Navigating Game Theory Dynamics: China's Strategic Quest for Critical Minerals in
a Globalised World

ABSTRACT

China’s economic growth and industrialisation have led to a drastic increase in the demand for strategic
minerals and technological dominance. This quest for dominance has forced China to increase its
dependence on imported resources, or over-exploit existing resources to maintain its economic growth.
China has deployed multiple tactics to address these challenges, including aggressive and strategic moves
reminiscent of the classic game theory scenario called the “prisoner’s dilemma”. This paper intends to
explore the implications of China’s resource acquisition strategies within this framework and highlight the
consequences of cooperation versus defection. The “prisoner’s dilemma”, a crucial concept in
international relations, is often used to demonstrate the tussle between two countries over a particular
object or resource, and their strategies to acquire it or deal with the consequent situations. In this case,
two individuals caught in a race for the same resource might choose to cooperate or defect by choosing
any aggressive or coercive policy. While coercion or aggression might offer beneficial results in the short
term, cooperating might provide better options for both parties. However, since both parties are sceptical
of each other’s intentions, they might not cooperate. This dilemma mirrors China's situation regarding its
quest for energy security and strategic minerals. China’s aggressive techniques such as stockpiling and
pressuring resource-rich countries to be the provider of crucial resources have been working in the short
term, offering access to vital resources. However, these actions risk triggering a reaction from other great
powers and countries in the race, disrupting the supply chains and escalating tensions between the
countries. These retaliatory actions from the other countries have similar consequences as China’s
aggressive resource acquisition strategies. Cooperation through diplomacy and resource sharing, on the
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other hand, can create long-term stability for China and its supplier countries. By choosing sustainable
peace practices, China can reduce the risks associated with resource scarcity and enhance global stability.
The “prisoner’s dilemma” helps to understand this situation where cooperation yields the most
favourable outcomes for all parties involved. The paper will delve into specific examples of China’s
resource acquisition strategy, assess the potential consequences of resource scarcity for China’s economy
and security and take into account the historical incidents where cooperation has helped countries with
rational leaders to evade huge crises. Furthermore, the paper will try to look into sustainable solutions for
mineral and tech resources, emphasising the importance of international collaboration and resource
management. This paper demonstrates how the framework of the “prisoner's dilemma” can provide
valuable insights into China's resource acquisition strategies and advocate for a more cooperative
approach for long-term success. By acknowledging the risks of defection and prioritising cooperation,
China can navigate the challenges of resource security while promoting global stability and prosperity.

Megha Shrivastava is a final year doctoral scholar and a Dr. TMA Pai
Fellow at the Department of Geopolitics and International Relations,
Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE), Manipal. She is a US-India
AI Fellow with the Washington-based Observer Research Foundation
America. She is also a part of the 2024-2025 cohort of the Network for
Advanced Study of China (NASC) Fellowship under Bengaluru-based
Takshashila Institution. She previously obtained her Master's degree in
Politics with specialisation in International Relations from the School of
International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Her
research interests include China's technology development, emerging

technologies and great power conflict, tech supply chains, and issues related to AI governance.

PAPER TITLE: Examining the State of China’s Semiconductor Industry: A Comparative Analysis of
Pre- and Post-American Export Control Measures

ABSTRACT

In recent years, the global semiconductor industry has experienced colossal changes. The US export
control measures, aimed at halting China’s progress with AI technologies, have seen mixed responses in
China. One, China’s chip manufacturing capabilities are reduced to producing lagging-edge chips, along
with corporate revenues receiving huge setbacks. Second, Chinese firms seem to be adapting to US
sanctions as a ‘new normal’ as they also witness the resurgence of its technology giants like Huawei and
SMIC. Third, the current understanding of the effectiveness of the export control measures also remains
debatable amid the increasing innovative capabilities of Chinese firms. One thing that certainly remains
clear is that China’s chip industry is destined to be changed forever as a result of US policies. Keeping
aside future projections, it remains problematic to understand the evolution of China’s chip industry post-
2022 export control measures. This paper aims to understand how crises have reshaped the destiny of
China’s semiconductor industry. This paper attempts to record the changing facets of China’s
semiconductor industry by analysing the features, approaches, and strategies adopted before and after
the US export control measures. Doing so the paper analytically answers the following questions in
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particular: To what extent the export controls impair the access of chips to Chinese firms? What
strategies and approaches have the Chinese state and chip firms adopted to deal with the sanctions? Do
the US policies aid the Chinese companies in further developing asymmetric capabilities? This paper
adopts a cross-comparative and analytical approach to highlight the changing state of China’s
semiconductor industry. It records the growth of China’s chip industry in two phases: pre-chip ban, and
post-chip ban. The paper analyses the primary policy documents of both American and Chinese
governments. It also refers to several news articles covering important developments in the technology
war.

Subhash Bhambhu is a doctoral scholar at the Department of
International Relations and Governance Studies, Shiv Nadar Institution of
Eminence, Delhi-NCR. His areas of interest include international political
economy, and the narrative and counter narratives around economic
sanctions in reference to the Global South and North. His focus lies on the
politics of knowledge production and how it shapes economic statecraft in
today's world. He pursued his Master's in South Asian studies at UMISARC,
Pondicherry University. Prior to that, he completed his Bachelor’s in the
Persian language from Jawaharlal Nehru University.

PAPER TITLE:Monopolizing the Differential Technological Capabilities: The Case of the US
Sanctions Regime against China

ABSTRACT
The paper attempts to situate the US-led sanctions regime against China in the context of the Global
North-South division. This division is based on the distribution of differential technological capabilities.
Taking the longue durée approach, the exclusionary practices of knowledge exchange tracing back to 19th

century imperial Britain to the modern American sanctions regime inform the politics of exclusion. The
case of China reveals how the US weaponized the economic sanctions strategy to monopolise the
differential technological capabilities vis-à-vis China. The aim of the paper is to contribute towards the
scholarship on the subject by deploying the Coxian critical framework to understand the politics of
sanctions.

1030-1045 Hours: HIGH TEA
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THEMATIC PANEL V

1045-1200 Hours

Culture, Society and Religion in China

CHAIR

Sabaree Mitra is a Professor of Chinese at Jawaharlal Nehru University
and an Honorary Fellow at the Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.
Her teaching and research have spanned the fields of contemporary
Chinese literature and criticism, Chinese cultural history, gender issues,
India-China cultural relations and regional interaction. Her latest
publication is an edited volume titled, China’s May Fourth Movement:
New Narratives and Perspectives, published by Routledge in 2023. She
has recently taken over as Editor of the ICS quarterly journal, China
Report, now in its 60th year of publication.

SPEAKERS

Abhinav Kumar is a Junior Research Fellow and doctoral scholar at the
Centre for Chinese and South East Asian Studies at the School of Language,
Literature and Culture Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi,
India. In 2016, he received his Bachelor’s degree in Chinese Language,
Literature, and Culture from the same department. He received his
Master’s degree in Chinese Language, Literature, and Culture from the
department in 2019. In 2017, he was awarded the Chinese Government
Scholarship by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, India, to
pursue an advanced diploma at Beijing Language and Culture University,
Beijing. From 2019 to 2023, he served as Visiting Faculty at the

Department of Chinese Studies at Doon University, Dehradun, India. His research interests are
contemporary Chinese society and traditional Chinese culture. His thesis is titled, “Communist Party of
China and Chinese Traditional Culture: From Selective Rejection of Culture to Cultural Rejuvenation.”
Additionally, he also serves as a student convener of The Sinologue, a CCSEAS Seminar Forum.

PAPER TITLE: Integration of Traditional Cultural Elements into China's Core Socialist Values in the
New Era
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ABSTRACT

Chinese culture and values are closely related, both theoretically and practically. During a National
Meeting on Publicity and Theoretical Work in 2013, Xi Jinping stated: 'We (Chinese) should make the past
serve the present, and foreign things serve China, and adopt Chinese traditional culture and foreign
things after a thorough scientific review of both.' Similarly, Chen Lai, a professor at Tsinghua University, in
his book 'The Core Values of Chinese Civilization' (《中华文明的核心价值》), has extensively written about
the core values of Chinese civilisation and the philosophical foundation of Chinese society. He suggests
that a more systematic and theoretical analysis is necessary to examine the relationship between the
nurturing and practice of core socialist values and the traditional Chinese system of values and virtues.
Therefore, studying the cultivation and practice of core socialist values (CSVs) from a cultural perspective
is not only a practical necessity but also a theoretical inquiry. In February 2014, Xi Jinping called for
greater efforts to establish a socialist value system with Chinese characteristics in line with the new era.
While addressing a meeting of ministerial-level officials, Xi Jinping emphasised: 'Core socialist values are
the soul of cultural soft power.' The concept of the 'core value system of socialism' was first advocated
during the Sixth Plenary Session of the 16th CPC Central Committee in 2006, signifying Hu Jintao's
concept of 'Harmonious Society.' Later, at the 18th National Congress of the CPC, the twelve core
socialist values were identified and divided into three levels. These values show strong historical and
cultural tension and significant historical and cultural values, which greatly affect people’s lifestyle,
perception mode, value orientation, and manifestation.
The cultivation and practice of core socialist values still face the practical problem that this advanced
form of social consciousness has not been better transformed into social psychology. On the one hand,
this paper aims to sort out the historical and cultural background of the CSVs, grasp its historical
development context, and study the relationship between various historical and cultural patterns and the
core socialist values. This undoubtedly has important practical value and theoretical significance for
exploring its spiritual roots and practical approaches. On the other hand, it tries to explain and interpret
the CSVs through the dimensions of history, culture, and practice in Xi Jinping’s 'New Era.'
Additionally, Chinese society is in a transitional period, facing a complex situation both at home and
abroad. The cultivation and practice of CSVs have been severely challenged. This research mainly focuses
on the importance of cognition, the connotation of identity, and the path of practice. Moreover, the
paper expounds on the elements of traditional Chinese culture and cultural self-confidence in the new era,
which is also a cultural reality that cannot be ignored in the cultivation and practice of core socialist
values.

Kaustav Padmapati, is currently working as an Assistant Professor
(Senior Scale) at the School of Liberal Studies and Media, University of
Petroleum and Energy Studies (UPES) Dehradun. Kaustav was also a Cross
Cultural Programme (CCP) Fellow, 2023, provided by Institut für
Auslandsbeziehungen (IFA), Germany, at Gender and Media Studies for
the South Asian Region, Institute for Asian and African Studies, Humboldt
University of Berlin, Germany. He is one of the facilitators for the 2024
CCP Fellowship: Thematic Workshop series by IFA on “Gender and
Diversity.” He has nearly 15 years of experience in the areas of teaching
and research, international relations projects, media, public policy,
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content writing and project coordination. He also received the prestigious Fulbright Nehru Doctoral
Research Fellowship and worked as a Visiting Fulbright Research Scholar and Adjunct Faculty at the
Center for Asian Studies, School of International Service, American University, from August’11 to May’12,
Washington DC, USA,. He completed his PhD from the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi in 2021. He has published widely on international relations, specifically on India- US
Relations, Taiwan, Look East Policy, etc. and gender and queer identities. His edited volume, Queer Voices
from the Periphery: A Collection of Perspectives from Northeast India is a humble attempt to bring the
voices from academia and members of the queer community from the Northeast part of India to put into
a vantage point the challenges and struggles faced by the members of the community.

PAPER TITLE: China’s Critical Relationship with the LGBTQIA+ Movement in the Post-COVID Era

ABSTRACT

The People's Republic of China shares a complicated relationship with queer sexuality and the LGBTQIA+
movement under the leadership of President Xi Jinping. China’s global aspirations under the leadership of
President Xi Jinping do not feature anything for LGBTQ rights. Surprisingly, the country is turning more
homophobic to protect its so-called “traditional Chinese values” in the face of globalising pressures, as
well as a focus on social harmony and state control. LGBTQ issues are still a taboo topic in China, and the
community faces harsh consequences like ostracisation, unemployment and even jail. Safe spaces for
LGBTQ people are shrinking rapidly under President Xi, who has overseen a crackdown on advocacy
groups since coming to power a decade ago. The pressure has only intensified under a 2017 law that
increased regulation of international nongovernmental organisations operating in China and severely
restricted the ability of LGBTQIA+ groups to organise, access funding, or collaborate with global
counterparts. Many Chinese nonprofit organisations advocating for queer rights often find themselves
standing in an embarrassing position. Although China decriminalised homosexuality in 1997 and officially
removed it from the so-called white book of mental disorders in 2001, progressive laws like same-sex
marriage and adoption are not allowed, and LGBTQ people are not legally protected against
discrimination. China is far behind in terms of protecting LGBTQIA+ rights and marriage equality when
compared to Taiwan. The country's largest Pride Event has been suspended since 2021. Taiwan has
become the first Asian country to legalise same-sex marriage, and queer politics has become an
important soft power tool to enhance its democratic credentials in the international community. This
study explores critically the transitions of queer understandings in China, which are considerably shaped
by social, political, cultural and historical factors. The equal rights of LGBTQIA+ Chinese have been one of
the most urgent social problems needing to be solved in the post-COVID era. The study discusses the
state of LGBTQ rights in China and how the country is struggling to protect “Chinese Value” in its
approach to the queer question. The study also explores the potential benefits of granting LGBTQ rights
as a soft power strategy, taking an example from Taiwan’s experience and the constraints to attaining
such status.
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Gargi Chaturvedi is a Research Intern at the Institute of Chinese Studies
and a Doctoral Scholar at the Centre for Chinese and South East Asian
Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She holds a Master’s
degree in Chinese Language, Literature and Culture Studies from
Jawaharlal Nehru University. She was a recipient of the Chinese
Government Scholarship for undertaking a Chinese language training
course at the Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing, People’s
Republic of China (PRC). She was also awarded the UGC NET Junior
Research Fellowship to pursue her doctoral studies. Her research work

aims at contextualising and defining Red Culture by taking memory, history, and ideology as variables,
looking through its manifestations, implications, relevance, consumption and reception in the New Era
under Xi Jinping. Her research interests include the Cultural Policy of the PRC under Xi Jinping, the CPC’s
use of History, Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature, and gender and migration issues in post-
reform China. Besides that, she also enjoys teaching Chinese Language courses.

PAPER TITLE: Red Redux: ‘Wenhua Zixin’ and ‘Red Culture’ discourse in the New Era

ABSTRACT
In recent years, culture has reoccupied the centre stage in China’s policy making. The National
Conference on Propaganda, Ideology and Cultural Work of the CPC convened in October 2023, formally
introduced ‘Xi Jinping Thought on Culture’ as an important pillar of the party’s ideological canon, ‘Xi
Jinping’s Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics in the New Era’. This new addition to the
political doctrine, coupled with the Party’s initiatives on boosting cultural self-confidence, such as the
Four Matters of Confidence (四个自信 ), have indicated that ‘without a high degree of cultural self-
confidence and cultural prosperity, there will be no great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation’, thus
foregrounding the role of cultural self-confidence in defining and fulfilling national objectives. The official
terminology identifies two major historical sources of China’s Cultural self-confidence : Excellent
Traditional Chinese Culture and Revolutionary Red Culture. While the former has garnered extensive
attention in China’s contemporary cultural dialogue, the latter has primarily been a subject of internal
study by Chinese scholars. By examining the current discourse on Revolutionary Red Culture, this paper
will try to locate its role as an element of CPC’s cultural confidence doctrine and also will interrogate
recent formulations and implementations of cultural policy which seek to integrate these two ‘mutually
incompatible’ traditions in order to serve present interests. The paper argues that Red Culture Redux in
the New Era is reflective of the party’s attempt to selectively rekindle the erstwhile dormant discourse on
‘Red Culture’ that has evolved from the dregs of the Mao Era, to be completely transformed,
reinterpreted and repackaged for the realisation of China’s rejuvenation goals in Xi Jinping’s New Era
which aims to build a culturally confident Chinese nation.

1200-1215 hours: BREAK
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THEMATIC PANEL VI

1215-1345 Hours

China and Asia

CHAIR

Vignesh Ram is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Geopolitics and
International Relations (DGIR), Manipal Academy of Higher Education
(MAHE), Manipal. He is the Coordinator for International Collaboration at
DGIR. Dr. Vignesh holds a PhD in Geopolitics and International Relations
specialising on the geopolitics of Southeast Asia with a focus on the ASEAN
regional mechanisms. His research and teaching area focuses on the Indo-
Pacific, Multilateralism and Regionalism and Information Warfare and
Counter-terrorism.

SPEAKERS

Khushnam P. N. is an International Relations and Regional Security
Analyst with a specialisation in ‘Regional Security in Iran, the US and Gulf
Security.’ He is based out of Bengaluru. He received his Doctoral degree
from the Centre for West Asian Studies, School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. He worked on the topic,
‘Iran and Security of the Gulf in the 1990s.’ He is also working as Director
of Research (Honorary) at The Indian Futures, New Delhi. At Indian
Futures, he coordinates research, and organises international seminars,
distinguished lectures, book launches and symposiums in association with
reputed global academic and research institutes like the Jerusalem

Institute for Strategy and Security, Gulf Research Centre, Temple University, Japan and the Embassies of
Israel and UAE. He has wide and varied experience of presentations in national and international
seminars/webinars and is a widely published author of many research papers on the Theory of Regional
Security, Gulf Security, India-Gulf West Asia Relations, India-Israel Cooperation, Indo-Pacific and its
growing geopolitical significance. His recent research focuses on the US quest for an American Order in
West Asia to maintain its regional and global primacy in the face of assertive Russia and expanding
Chinese influence in West Asia and beyond. Besides, he regularly writes position and opinion papers for
reputed and peer-reviewed journals

PAPER TITLE: Expansion of Chinese Influence in the Shifting Geopolitics of West Asia: Regional and
Global Implications

ABSTRACT

The expansion of Chinese influence in the Gulf and wider West Asia in the wake of the gradual US draw-
down from the region is a perceptible part of shifting global geopolitical contestation and re-alignment.
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The Chinese policy of ‘Partnership Diplomacy’ across the geopolitical divides in the region is being
received positively. Its pursuit of economic engagement with characteristic non-interference and
apolitical dealings finds a ready welcome in the region fatigued with the democratic prescriptions and
human rights criticism by the West and the US in particular. The Chinese proposition of developmental
peace instead of the Western idea of democratic peace has found increasing momentum of acceptance
by countries of the region for stability, security and a shared future of prosperity. With the creation of
One Belt and One Road (OBOR) in 2013 and China’s Arab policy paper in 2016, China has plunged into this
strategic region to create and consolidate its broad partnership. The Chinese economic engagement is
fast shifting gears to the political and security sphere. The visit of President Xi Jinping in December 2022,
the China-GCC meeting, the China-Arab States Summit, and the Joint Trilateral Statement by the People’s
Republic of China, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran have profound
geopolitical implications. The Chinese stand and diplomatic endeavours in the Gaza war underway have
been spurring the Chinese influence in this critical region. The central intent of this paper is to understand
and analyse the evolving patterns of changes, challenges and prospects of this expanding Chinese
influence on the region’s geopolitical landscape, security syndrome, development trajectory and longer-
term implications for the region and the wider world.

Shahadat Hossain is a Research Scholar in the Department of
International Relations at South Asian University, New Delhi, where he
also earned his Master’s degree in International Relations. He has
published over 10 peer-reviewed articles in esteemed journals and has
presented papers at five international conferences. Shahadat is a regular
contributor to The Diplomat, The Daily Star, and The Daily Sun. His
research interests focus on China and South Asian geopolitics.

PAPER TITLE: China Factor in India’s ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’, Focus on Bangladesh and
Maldives

ABSTRACT
India's 'Neighbourhood First Policy' guides its approach toward managing relations with countries in its
immediate neighbourhood, including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. This policy aims to enhance physical, digital, and people-to-people connectivity
across the region and boost trade and commerce. As India asserts itself as a hegemon in South Asia, it is
increasingly taking a leading role on the global stage. India is successfully balancing its engagements with
the East through organisations like the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the West through
groups like the QUAD. However, India still faces challenges in its neighbourhood. Bilateral relations and
regional integration are particularly challenging in South Asia's immediate neighbourhood. Issues often
persist in these neighbouring countries, making collaboration difficult. Despite this, India has been
successful in fostering collaboration with countries such as Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Nepal, and
Bhutan.The entry of China into South Asian geopolitics, along with the participation of South Asian
nations in China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) – with the exception of India and Bhutan– has created
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new challenges for India's neighbourhood first policy. China's involvement in numerous infrastructure
and mega-projects in South Asian nations has positioned it as an influential player in the region,
challenging India's hegemony. China's establishment of ports in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and
Myanmar appears to be a strategic move to counter India's influence. Consequently, China has become
the biggest challenge to India's neighbourhood policy. Chinese presence in Sri Lanka and the Maldives has
become a major challenge to India's 'Neighbourhood First' policy. Sri Lanka has already handed over a
port named Hambantota to China. On the other hand, in the Maldives, a Chinese spy ship has been
reported roaming. In Sri Lanka and the Maldives, at least one major party has been labelled as pro-
Chinese. Chinese political, military, and strategic presence in these countries raises concerns for Indian
national security. Chinese presence has already challenged Indian hegemony in Sri Lanka and Maldives.
Chinese presence in these nations not only influences South Asian geopolitics but also the maritime
geopolitics of the Indian Ocean. This paper will discuss how China's presence in India's neighbourhood
challenges India's 'Neighbourhood First' policy, with a focus on Sri Lanka and the Maldives. It will examine
how China poses challenges to India in these two neighbouring nations and how India is working to
overcome these challenges. It will broadly explain the potential and limitations of the Indian
Neighbourhood First Policy in the presence of China in Sri Lanka and the Maldives.

Shruti Dey is a Research Scholar at the Department of Politics and
International Relations, Pondicherry University. Her primary areas of
interest are Asia-Pacific, maritime security studies, and theories of
international relations. She has been working on geopolitical and security
challenges in Southeast Asia for some time now. Additionally, she
frequently writes about the areas mentioned above across various
platforms.

PAPER TITLE: China Factor in India-Vietnam Relations: Assessing through Conflict Management
and Conflict Resolution Theory

ABSTRACT

The intricate geopolitical relationships among India, Vietnam, and China in the Southeast Asian region
epitomise the complex interplay of historical enmities, the tyranny of geography, territorial disputes, and
the struggle for regional dominance in an increasingly multipolar world. As the power balance shifts in the
Indo-Pacific region, understanding the India-Vietnam-China axis requires a nuanced examination of the
national interests, alliance structures, and diplomatic strategies at play. With its own ambitions of
regional leadership, economic growth, and diplomatic and strategic interests, India has found an
increasingly strategic partner in Vietnam. India’s relationship with Vietnam denotes a strong relationship
between the two middle powers. Their cooperation, particularly in defence and security,
counterbalances China’s assertive posturing in the region. Conversely, China’s rise as a global power and
its aggressive expansion in the South China Sea have fueled tensions, with Vietnam directly impacted by
China’s territorial claims and militarisation efforts in waters both nations claim as their own. Vietnam’s
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national security calculus has thus required seeking external partnerships to offset China’s looming
presence. Despite China’s coercive diplomacy to limit such alliances, Vietnam persists in seeking support
from powers like India, seeking a soft mechanism of cooperation rather than hard alliances, indicating a
preference for security dialogues and naval cooperation. The existing political party relation between
Vietnam and China also acts as a deterrent against full blown escalation of maritime conflict in the South
China Sea. On the other hand, India’s past border skirmishes with its northern neighbour and the recent
Galwan Valley in 2020 have posed questions on their existing mechanism for conflict management. The
strategic ambitions of China have diplomatically fuelled existing tensions with India and Vietnam. The
conflict management and conflict resolution theory, if applied to this trilateral relationship, will aim to
bring theoretical frameworks that will closely look at the existing irritants in India’s territorial dispute and
Vietnam’s maritime dispute with China. The complications arising from China’s power assertion are met
with resistance from both India and Vietnam as they aim to enhance their strategic partnership while
avoiding exacerbation of outright conflict with China. The paper aims to qualitatively analyse how China is
a factor in India and Vietnam’s bilateral relations. The incorporation of the theoretical constructs of
conflict management and conflict resolution will be beneficial to understanding the realities of power
asymmetries, ongoing disputes which are a part of the larger conflict and the selective management
strategies employed by these states to manage the same so far.

Prosper Malangmei is an Assistant Professor in the Department of
Political Science at Maharaja Bodhchandra College, Manipur University,
Imphal, Manipur. He completed his Bachelor’s degreein Chinese
Language from Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) and Master’s degree in
Politics and International Relations from Pondicherry University. He also
holds an MPhil degree in Chinese Studies from the Centre for East Asian
Studies, School of International Studies, JNU. He is currently pursuing PhD
at the Department of Political Science, Indira Gandhi National Tribal
University - Regional Campus Manipur. He was awarded the University
Grant Commission (UGC) Junior Research Fellowship and received the

Chinese Government's Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) Scholarship. .

PAPER TITLE: Reviving Pax Sinica: Geopolitical Implications for India

ABSTRACT

The historical concept of Pax Sinica (the Latin word for "Chinese peace") dates back to a period when
China, through a combination of economic prowess and military strength, maintained regional stability
and exerted influence on neighbouring states in East Asia, Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, and Central
Asia, establishing a Sinocentric order. The Han Dynasty (206 BCE–220 CE) of China is considered the first
phase of Pax Sinica. Today, under the leadership of President Xi Jinping, China is resolutely striving to
resurrect this era, reasserting its dominance in the international arena. Power Transition Theory, as
proposed by Organski and Kugler, offers a compelling framework to analyse the dynamics of global power
shifts. According to this theory, periods of power transition are characterised by increased tensions and
conflicts as rising powers confront established hegemonic power. In the context of China's current
endeavours to revive Pax Sinica, the Power Transition theory provides valuable insights into the potential
geopolitical disruptions that may arise. President Xi Jinping's leadership has witnessed a renewed



35

commitment to realising China's historical role as a regional powerhouse. This revival of Pax Sinica is
marked by a multifaceted approach encompassing economic initiatives, military modernisation, and
diplomatic assertiveness. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), military expansion in the South China Sea, and
strategic partnerships across Asia demonstrate China's strategic intent to shape regional dynamics. The
implications of China's efforts to revive Pax Sinica are particularly pronounced for India. As a key regional
player, India finds itself at the crossroads of this geopolitical shift. For instance, the BRI poses geopolitical
challenges for India as it seeks to establish alternative connectivity networks in South Asia. China's
growing economic and military influence and territorial claims along the disputed Sino-Indian border
present a significant disagreement. India's response to the reviving Pax Sinica will be crucial in shaping
political discourse. In addition, militarising the South China Sea raises concerns about regional security,
impacting India's strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific. Furthermore, the power transition theory predicts
a higher likelihood of conflicts during periods of power shifts. As China seeks to re-establish itself as a
dominant force, tensions with neighbouring countries, including India, have escalated. This paper argues
that India needs a multi-pronged approach to navigate this complex scenario. First, India must bolster its
economy and enhance its military capabilities to deter potential Chinese aggression. Second, it should
strengthen its strategic partnerships with other regional and global powers to counterbalance China's
growing influence. Finally, engaging in multilateral forums and promoting a rules-based international
order will be critical to ensuring global peace.

1345-1445 Hours: LUNCH BREAK

THEMATIC PANEL VII

1445-1615 Hours

China and Indo-Pacific

CHAIR

Chintamani Mahapatra is the Founder and Honorary Chairperson of
KIIPS. He is a member of the Academic Council of Chandigarh University;
the Governing Council of VPM Centre for International Studies; Mumbai
Board of Management of Vir Surendra Sai University of Technology,
Burla, Odisha; and Member of the Planning and Monitoring Board,
Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal, Karnataka. He has been
awarded various international fellowships, such as the Fulbright
Fellowship, the Commonwealth Fellowship, and Visiting Fellowships to
undertake research in the US, UK, Austria, and Australia. He had a wide
range of exposure to international academic institutions in the US, UK,

France, Israel, Australia, Sweden, China, Vietnam, Singapore, and Austria. He has been a visiting faculty
in several UGC-run academic staff colleges, such as the Foreign Service Institute of the Ministry of
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External Affairs, the National Defence College, the Army War College, the Naval War College, and the
College of Air Warfare.

SPEAKERS

Kanishkh Kanodia is the Schwarzman Academy Fellow with the US and
Americas Programme at Chatham House, London. His current research
revolves around the security and defence policies of the United States. He
is interested in exploring broader questions of US-China relations and
competition in the Indo-Pacific. He holds a BA in Public Policy from
Princeton University and an MSc in Global Affairs from Schwarzman
College, Tsinghua University in Beijing. In the past, he has worked at
various think tanks, including Carnegie China and Brookings India. He has
also interned at the UN Human Rights Council and the Afghanistan
Mission to the UN in New York.

PAPER TITLE: How the Chinese View the “Indo-Pacific”: Explaining China’s Dismissiveness

ABSTRACT

The Indo-Pacific strategy of the United States seeks to enhance American presence in a region that has
become the epicentre of Sino-American competition for global supremacy. Through the strategy, the
United States seeks to forge stronger partnerships with allies and partners in the region and implement a
new regional security order. This study focuses on China’s attitudes and reactions to the American Indo-
Pacific strategy. More specifically, the study looks at the evolution of China’s attitudes to the American
Indo-Pacific policy and the reasons that explain the shifts in Chinese perceptions. It is shown that as the
Indo-Pacific translated from being a concept to a strategy under the Trump administration in 2017 and
subsequently became enriched with more initiatives and policies, Chinese attitudes towards the Indo-
Pacific became more hardened and dismissive. The Chinese believe that the underlying motivation of the
strategy is to contain and suppress China’s rise and development. It is argued that the institutionalisation
of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue between the United States, Japan, Australia and India, and the
deepening partnership between the United States and India, were instrumental in shaping Beijing’s
attitudes. The actions not only altered China’s bilateral relationship with key regional actors but also
changed the context of the regional security dynamics. Of the changing material conditions of the region,
India’s embrace of the Indo-Pacific strategy had the most acute impact on China’s perception due to the
unexpected nature and the potential impact of that shift on China’s national security. China views these
activities as reviving Cold War-style bloc politics in the Indo-Pacific, which would ultimately lead to
conflict and confrontation in the region, thereby threatening China’s national security and interests. This
paper makes contributions to the existing literature by chronicling the nuanced shifts in Chinese attitudes
towards the Indo-Pacific through an analysis of narratives, interviews and articles by the Chinese
government and foreign policy analysts.
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Biyon Sony Joseph is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at St.
Thomas College, Pala, Kerala. He is also a Network for Advanced Study of
China (NASC) Fellow at Takshashila Institution, where he studies the
influence of the Communist Party of China on the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) with regard to political economy. He completed his
Bachelor’s in Political Science from St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai, and his
Master’s in the same subject from St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata. In July
2024, he participated in the International Security and Intelligence
Programme organised by the Cambridge Security Initiative and King’s
College London at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. His research interests

include Indian foreign policy, India’s engagements and Chinese presence in the Indo-Pacific, maritime
security and paradiplomacy. His articles have been published in The Diplomat, South Asian Voices, and
Modern Diplomacy.

PAPER TITLE: China’s Perceptions and Strategic Responses to the Contested Indo-Pacific Security
Order

ABSTRACT

The rise of the Indo-Pacific as a dominant geopolitical construct is closely linked to the intensification of
the US-China rivalry in the last decade. Drawing from Buzan and Wæver’s Regional Security Complex (RSC)
theory and Buzan’s idea of the ‘Asian supercomplex,’ the article aims to examine how the security
interdependence of different sub-regions has contributed to the discursive evolution of the Indo-Pacific,
despite competing ideas and definitions. At the same time, China has vehemently opposed the Indo-
Pacific as a containment strategy and persists in its references to the Asia-Pacific. Although China has not
announced an official strategy to counter the Indo-Pacific, it has launched and promoted various concepts
and initiatives to express its desire to provide an alternative Asia-Pacific security order. Using official
speeches, statements and white papers, this paper will primarily attempt to understand Beijing’s attitude
towards the Indo-Pacific construct and how it has responded by signalling its intent to build a China-
centric regional security architecture.

Alvina Antonia Almeida is a research intern at the Manohar Parrikar
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (MP-IDSA). She is a dynamic
professional with a diverse background in geopolitical risk analysis, event
management, and operations planning. With a strong analytical mindset,
she excels in providing geopolitical reports, particularly focused on East
Asia. She holds a Master’s degree in International Relations from Goa
University. Her research topic was “India and the EU’s strategic roles in
South Asia and Africa”. Her educational background is complemented by a
diploma in French and European Studies from Sciences Po Lyon and a
Bachelor's degree in Mathematics. Alvina has also been recognised for her

public speaking abilities, securing several Toastmasters awards.



38

PAPER TITLE: Assessing China's Strategic Impact and Influence in the Indian Ocean Region

ABSTRACT

China’s strategic influence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) has grown significantly over the years
through a combination of economic, diplomatic, and military initiatives. This paper examines China’s
increasing presence in the region, driven by its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which focuses on building
infrastructure, providing financial aid, and fostering strong diplomatic ties. The Indian Ocean’s geopolitical
importance, with its vital trade routes and strategic sea lines of communication, makes it a key area of
interest for China despite its lack of direct geographic proximity. China’s approach to securing influence
involves both economic development and military presence. By investing in ports, undersea cables, and
communications infrastructure, China is addressing the needs of developing nations while securing its
own economic interests. Its naval presence, particularly through anti-piracy operations and its military
base in Djibouti, reinforces its strategic position in the region. However, China's actions face challenges
from regional powers like India and global powers like the United States, which view its expansion with
apprehension. Furthermore, concerns regarding debt sustainability and accusations of exploitative
practices under the BRI raise questions about the long-term implications of China's involvement. The
paper highlights the effectiveness of China’s strategies, the competition it faces, and the factors driving
continued partnerships with China despite potential risks. Ultimately, this research provides a nuanced
understanding of China’s growing influence in the IOR and its implications for regional power dynamics.
Drawing on a comprehensive review of primary sources, policy documents, and geopolitical events, the
paper scrutinises key aspects of China's approach, including regional partnerships, infrastructure projects,
and military posturing. The findings contribute to the ongoing discourse on the evolving power dynamics
in the Indo-Pacific, shedding light on China's attempts to impact and influence the region.

Cchavi Vasisht is a Senior Research Associate at the Chintan Research
Foundation. She holds a PhD from the Centre for South Asian Studies,
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
She was awarded the UGC NET Senior Research Fellowship to pursue
her research work. She completed her Master of Philosophy from the
Centre for South Asian Studies and a Master of Arts in Sociology from
the same university. She has a keen interest in studying Myanmar and
has published articles and commentaries on the same. She has also co-
edited a book titled Revisiting Myanmar with Brigadier Vinod Anand.

PAPER TITLE: Convergence and Conflict: The Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar's Evolving
Landscape

ABSTRACT

This paper examines the complex relationship between China and Myanmar, focusing on China's Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) projects in Myanmar. The historical context highlights periods of cooperation and
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tension, with Myanmar's military rule often leading to closer ties with China due to Western isolation. On
the other hand, China's strategic goals in Myanmar include securing a land route to the Indian Ocean and
accessing resources in Myanmar. Myanmar initially welcomed Chinese investments but grew cautious
due to debt concerns and a lack of transparency. And the local resistance to BRI projects stems from
environmental, social, and political factors. The 2021 military coup complicated the situation. The military
prioritised China-backed projects while remaining suspicious of China's involvement with Ethnic Armed
Organisations (EAOs). China, in turn, has adopted a dual approach of maintaining relations with both the
military and EAOs, potentially to safeguard investments and exert influence. This strategy raises concerns
about China's long-term objectives and regional stability. The feasibility of BRI projects faces challenges
due to ongoing conflicts and border closures. The key finding of this paper is that China's interests in
Myanmar go beyond economics, encompassing strategic ambitions. China's dual engagement strategy
with the military and EAOs raises questions about its long-term goals and the potential impact on regional
peace. The future of BRI projects remains uncertain due to Myanmar's internal conflicts and complex
political dynamics. The ongoing conflict and border closures also pose significant challenges to the BRI's
feasibility.

1615-1630 hours: BREAK

SPECIAL PANEL II

1630– 1800 Hours

AI and the Governance of Technology

CHAIR

Seshadri Chari, Chairman, China Study Centre, Department of Geopolitics
and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education,
Manipal.

SPEAKERS

Deepak Maheshwari is a Senior Consultant at the Centre for Social and
Economic Progress (CSEP), a Member of the Public Affairs Advisory Board
of Palo Alto Networks, an Advisor at the Indicus Centre for Financial
Inclusion (ICFI) and an Advisory Board Member of the Software Freedom
Law Centre (sflc.in). He has a keen interest in the interplay of public policy
with technological innovation and socio-economic development. As a
Senior Visiting Fellow at the Indian Council for Research on International
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Economic Relations (ICRIER), he led support to the Department of Telecommunications during India’s G20
Presidency. He has also been a Distinguished Fellow at the Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) and a
Senior Fellow at the Centre For The Digital Future (CDF). He co-founded the National Internet Exchange of
India (NIXI) and the ITU-APT Foundation of India and helped form the Internet and Mobile Association of
India (IAMAI). Earlier, he led the public policy function in Microsoft, Mastercard, Symantec, and Sify for
over two decades, spanning India, South Asia, ASEAN and China. He has also served on several
government committees – including that on Artificial Intelligence and Digital Accessibility.

PAPER TITLE: Tech is Global, Policy is Local; Or, is it?

ABSTRACT:

Technology is essentially global, but the policy tends to be local. Norms of global governance evolve along
with geopolitical developments, stability, and predictability of rules-based order enforced through
transparent, inclusive, and responsive institutions, as well as domain-specific trends that include but are
not limited to technology. Inevitably, this process entails multiple iterations and trade-offs before gaining
critical mass and momentum, leaving aside unanimous consensus. However, if policies, practices and
postures differ significantly from such norms, the resultant model of balkanised governance may be
suboptimal at best and counter-productive at worst. Such an impact is greater if one or more countries
are indulging in such behaviour and are major powers..China has a unique position in the realm of AI,
considering the interplay of its society, politics and economy coupled with its technical prowess,
contributions and influence in global standards and pivotal role as a leading node in global value chains
from critical materials, components and even finished products.Hence, it is imperative for other leaders,
including but not limited to the US, EU and India, to take due cognisance of China’s aspirations and
ambitions but also challenges and contributions.

Abhimanyu Raja is the Chief Managing Director CMD of Janyu Technology
Private Ltd., a manufacturing industry engaged in robotics, industrial
automation, defence products and mechanised sewage cleaning and
waste management projects using Robotics as a Service (RAS)
methodology. Mr. Raja is a pioneer in Risk Mitigation Robots designing
and manufacturing for core sectors like steel, cement, aluminium, mining
and defence, with over four decades of entrepreneurial experience in
several industries like textiles and telematics OEM and GPS tracking
devices. He has successfully commissioned World Bank projects in rural
infrastructure and hydel power projects. He has a B.Tech from the

prestigious PSG College of Technology, Coimbatore. He also holds a PG Diploma in Foreign Trade from the
World Trade Centre, Mumbai. He has mentored students at the NCETIS incubation centre at IIT, Mumbai.
He is also actively engaged in capacity building for first-generation entrepreneurs, research scholars, and
faculty members in several higher education institutions, including the Manipal Academy of Higher
Education (MAHE).

PAPER TITLE: AI and Governance Mechanism for Industry 4.0
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ABSTRACT

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a prime vehicle for success in Industry 4.0 which is inevitable for
India to embark on if it is serious about achieving the five trillion economy target and improving the
people’s standards of living. But AI cannot be de-coupled with Robotics and Machine Learning (ML) which
are germane for a robust, sustainable and competitive manufacturing process. Prime manufacturing
processes like steel, cement, aluminium and industries like mining and mass production tools are still
using three to four decades old technologies and methods. Replacing these archaic technologies and
adopting innovative and new capital machinery and production concepts in the current situation is a
formidable challenge for the manufacturing sector, especially in the context of lack of research,
innovation, indigenisation and finance availability. The present-day global and domestic obligations of
emission controls, energy saving, safety norms and legal compliances were not factored in in our
industrial policy framework. ESG compliances and strict adherence to safety norms are mandatory for
the metals, mining and minerals extraction sectors, especially for listed companies. A strong governing
mechanism which is facilitating without being overbearing and interventionist is the need of the hour.

Kartik Bommakanti is a Senior Fellow in the Strategic Studies Programme.
Kartik specialises in space military issues, and his research is primarily centred
on the Indo-Pacific region. He also works on emerging technologies as well as
nuclear, conventional and sub-conventional coercion, particularly in the
context of the Indian subcontinent and the role of great powers in the
subcontinent’s strategic dynamics. He has published in peer-reviewed
journals.

PAPER TITLE: India's Challenges Amidst US-China Competition in AI

ABSTRACT

With the widespread application of Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated by massive increases in data and
computational power, the governance mechanisms regulating and applying AI technology are still
evolving globally. India has been developing AI technology, yet its capabilities in the area are still nascent.
AI applications and uses by India do meet many of the ethical and regulatory standards globally, but it still
falls short, not so much because India wants it to, but more due to the fact that Indian decision-makers
want to preserve autonomy in the development of AI technology. Amidst the growing intensity of
competition between the US and China in AI technology, New Delhi has to navigate a pathway that
preserves and harnesses the native development of AI technology as part of the Indian government’s
Atma Nirbhar Bharat (ANB) or “self-reliance” initiative without completely prejudicing its capacity to
leverage the strengths in AI technology of other countries. Striking a balance between innovation and
regulation in AI technology is a real challenge for India amidst the competition between China and the US.
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Nidhi Singh is a Project Manager at the Centre for Communication
Governance, National Law University Delhi. Her interests lie in the areas of
the right to privacy, AI, internet governance and emerging technologies.
Nidhi has worked extensively on AI and data governance, providing policy
comments on the design of AI regulation and data governance both
nationally (to the Indian government) and internationally (to the UN
OHCHR). She has also been a part of several international collaborations and
brings a Global Majority and Asian perspective to her fields of study. She
holds a BA.LLB from the National University of Advanced Legal Studies,
Kochi, and an LLM in International Law from University College London.

PAPER TITLE : Shaping India's AI Future: Lessons from Global Governance and Technological
Models in US, EU and China

ABSTRACT

This paper examines the evolving power dynamics among the EU, the US, and China within the rapidly
advancing field of AI, with a focus on their implications for India. As global powers continue to compete
for influence over AI governance models and technological advancement, they shape a complex
geopolitical landscape that India must carefully navigate. The study analyses contrasting governance
approaches: the EU's horizontal risk-based AI regulatory framework and China's application-specific,
vertical governance model. It explores how the Chinese model could potentially counteract the "Brussels
Effect" — the EU’s influence on global regulatory standards. It also investigates the technological
competition between the US and China, extending beyond software to include key sectors such as
semiconductor manufacturing and standards making. These rivalries have considerable implications for
India as it develops its own AI policies and regulatory framework, where it may examine the prevailing
international models but must contextualise them to the Indian tech governance ecosystem. The country
has yet to adopt a formal AI regulation mechanism, and these global dynamics will likely shape its final
form. The US-China competition also influences India's position in the AI race as it increases investment in
domestic capabilities, including semiconductor units and local large language models. It concludes with
strategic insights into how India might maximise the benefits and mitigate the risks of aligning with
different governance models and technological standards as it continues to shape its role in the future of
AI.

1930-2100 Hours: DINNER



43

DAY 3: SATURDAY, 23 NOVEMBER 2024

SPECIAL PANEL III

0900– 1030 Hours

Impact of Geopolitical Factors on Economy and Trade

CHAIR

Jabin T. Jacob is an Associate Professor at the Department of International
Relations and Governance Studies at the Shiv Nadar University, India and
an Adjunct Research Fellow at the National Maritime Foundation, New
Delhi. He was formerly a Fellow and Assistant Director at the Institute of
Chinese Studies, Delhi and Associate Editor of the journal China Report.
Jacob holds a PhD in Chinese Studies from the School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and has spent time as a
student/researcher/faculty in Taiwan, Singapore and France. His research
interests include Chinese domestic politics and Chinese foreign and
security policies in South Asia and the Indian Ocean region. As part of his

research, Jacob has travelled in many of India’s border states and visited parts of the country’s disputed
borders with China and Pakistan, as well as the international borders with Myanmar and Bangladesh. He
is a PhD supervisor at the Naval War College, Goa and a regular speaker at various other Indian defence
training institutions. His latest publications include a co-edited volume with Hoang The Anh titled, China’s
Search for ‘National Rejuvenation’: Domestic and Foreign Policies under Xi Jinping (Palgrave, 2020) and a
Special Issue on the first centenary of the Communist Party of China guest-edited with Bhim B. Subba in
the journal China Report (2022).

SPEAKERS

G. Venkat Raman, Convener, 17th AICCS; Professor, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Management, Indore;
Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.

PAPER TITLE: Trade Wars in an Entropic World: Examining the Deglobalisation Narrative
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ABSTRACT

The current international economic and trade conflicts have stemmed from growing power rivalries
among the two major players in the international system, namely the US, China, and, to a certain extent,
the EU. Though economic, one can primarily attribute these conflicts to a noticeably clear shift in power
balances at a structural level. The second decade of the twenty-first century has witnessed a sudden spurt
in these conflicts. In a brief period, the world has moved from ‘complex interdependence’ stressing the
virtues of international peace and harmony to ‘weaponized interdependence,’ prompting geopolitical
watchers to talk of a ‘deglobalized/slowbalized/reglobalized’ world. Although there is a lack of consensus
among the scholarly and policymaking community regarding the future of ‘economic globalisation,’ there
is no denying that there is increasing ‘securitization’ of economic and trade ties. The ‘securitization’ of
international trade and commerce is characterised by a) increasing geopolitical competition between
China and the West, b) this geopolitical competition has exposed the various actors located in the
international system to new vulnerabilities, c) the primary arena of geopolitical competition is the tech
domain which is now an integral part of energy security owing to China’s emergence as a leader in the
renewable energy sector and d) disruption of global supply chains. In a world dominated by the US-led
West and the underlying principles of the Rule Based Liberal International Economic Order (RB LIEO),
ample fissures are threatening economic multilateralism owing to the increasing use of economic
statecraft and associated tools in the form of tariffs, boycotts, and sanctions. The crux of these
developments is the re-emergence of the ‘state’ leading to the unfolding of a new ‘logic of conflict' and
‘grammar of commerce.’

Vivek Y. Kelkar is a researcher and analyst focused on geo-economics,
geopolitics, and Sustainability/climate change. He has a strong global
perspective, with deep knowledge of trade, politics and political economy
across South Asia, the Middle East and China. He writes a weekly column
for Moneycontrol, one of India's top business news, data and analysis
portals, and has contributed to respected global and local platforms like
the Modern Diplomacy, Asia Times, The Spectator, Founding Fuel and
other publications. Vivek combines extensive global top management
experience in the corporate sector, including work across Strategy, Brand
Management, M&A, Stakeholder Management and Sustainability, with his

skills and deep involvement in the media world. He holds an MA in International Political Economy from
the University of Sheffield (UK) and an MBA from the Ashridge Business School (UK). He is an Adjunct
Professor at the Indian Institute of Information Technology and Management and a guest lecturer at the
Indian Institute of Management-Indore.

PAPER TITLE: Is Decoupling from China Globally Impossible?

ABSTRACT

Global trade faces some increasingly complex challenges. The Russia-Ukraine war and the crisis in the
Middle East are, of course, a part of the story. But an equally big, if not arguably bigger, long-term
challenge is the rivalry between the United States (US) and China. There are clear signs of a trade
decoupling between the world’s two largest economies—the US and China. Much of the effort is directed
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towards minimising the risks from high levels of interdependencies and maximising security
considerations. Domestic, economic, social and national security considerations, across both the US and
China are playing a role. Trade blocs based on congruence of political views aligned either with the US or
China, are emerging globally, with trade reorienting or fragmenting along geopolitical lines. The US seeks
to build fences to protect its economy and technology against China, which in turn reciprocates with its
own fences. There are global cries for “friend-shoring,” “de-risking,” and “self-reliance.” Nation-states are
slowly being called upon to align with the emerging blocs. China’s strategy has been to utilise countries
like Mexico and Vietnam as key connector economies for the restructured supply chains across US
markets. The US is retaliating with focused tariffs. China will, inevitably, remain a part of global economic
equations, given its massive capacities and its overwhelming market shares in key categories, particularly
across technology, renewables, automobiles, steel, critical minerals, etc. It cannot be isolated from the
global economy. The dynamic of US-China tensions will have a global impact across both nation-states
and businesses.

S. K. Mohanty is currently affiliated with the Research and Information
System for Developing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi-based think tank. His
extensive research encompasses international trade, regional trade
agreements, WTO negotiations, MSMEs, technology-driven trade,
environmentally sensitive goods, the Blue Economy, fishery subsidies, and
CGE modelling. He focuses on India’s regional economic interests with key
countries like China, Japan, Mauritius, Oman, the US, Canada, Singapore,
Sri Lanka, and Vietnam, and is actively involved with regional
organisations such as SAARC, BIMSTEC, IORA, BRICS, IBSA, GCC, IPEF, TPP,
TTIP, COMESA, CLMV, the European Union, SCO, SACU- India-Mercosur

initiative. He has served on various Government of India committees, including Joint Study Groups (JSGs)
for initiating FTA negotiations, the Ministry of Commerce Committee on GATS Negotiations at the WTO,
and the Technology Intensity in Manufacturing Exports Committee for India's Twelfth Five-Year Plan. He
previously taught at JNU and has contributed numerous papers to both national and international
journals. Professor Mohanty was the co-chair of the T20 task force on trade and investment during India’s
G20 presidency and chaired the IORA Academic Group.

PAPER TITLE: India’s Bilateral Trade Relationship with China

ABSTRACT

China is India's largest trading partner, and the bilateral trade deficit has been steadily increasing over the
years. Many misconceptions surround the India-China economic relationship, particularly regarding
India's reliance on the country for critical imports. It is often argued that India’s limited competitiveness
restricts its market access in China, which prevents India from increasing its exports despite China being a
major global importer. However, empirical evidence suggests that India is more competitive than several
Southeast Asian nations that export to China, indicating the potential for India to capture some of their
market share. India’s reliance on China for imports has indeed contributed to its widening trade deficit.
This is not due to a lack of competitiveness among other suppliers but because China’s scale advantage
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favours it in meeting large import demands. Numerous global suppliers are competitive across various
product lines, and India could access these suppliers as an alternative to China. With India's vast industrial
base, many imported items could also be domestically produced under the PLI (Production-Linked
Incentive) scheme. India has several pathways to reduce its trade imbalance with China and diversify its
trade relationships.

Mohammed Saqib is the Founder and Convenor at the Center of
Geoeconomics for the Global South (COGGS), a UAE-based think tank. He
is an economist who began his career as a researcher. He has worked at
renowned Indian think tanks, such as the Institute of Economic Growth,
the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations
(ICRIER), and the Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies, Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation. Saqib has been a consultant to various government
and international organisations, such as the World Bank, UNDP, UNCTAD,
EU, ADB, Invest Abu Dhabi, the Ministry of Commerce, the Ministry of
Environment and Forest, the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare of the

Govt. of India, SIDBI, and many others. He is the founder and CEO of the Bureau of Research on Industry
& Economic Fundamentals (BRIEF) and the Founder and Secretary General of the India-China Economic &
Cultural Council.

PAPER TITLE: Agenda for a Cooperative & Inclusive Global Trade

ABSTRACT

The rapidly changing geopolitical landscape has thrown up several challenges including the emergence of
the Indo-Pacific as a new economic and trade forum and the green shoots of a new world order. While
the pandemic impacted the economies of all the countries of the world disrupting established trade
processes, supply and value chain mechanisms, the two conflicts-Russia-Ukraine and the one in the
Middle East have destabilised the trade settlement process. The energy crisis in the EU and the new
occupant of the White House early next year are both opportunities and challenges for the emerging
economies in the South South Cooperation (SSC) and BRICS groupings. For these two forums, especially
for India, it is important to engage with private entrepreneurs from the Global South and form an
exclusive BRICS & SSC Business Club to provide critical insights to governments and help forge a path
toward accountability and achievable targets. Furthermore, there is an urgent need to establish practical
measures like currency swaps among BRICS & SSC countries to address issues arising out of trade deficits,
with a view to alleviate dependency on established financial and exchange systems. Global South is on
the verge of evolving a new economic order not only for Global South but for the rest of the world. Global
economic activities and trade need to be sufficiently insulated from conflicts, power contestations and
military posturing. BRICS & SSC countries could take on specific leadership roles in various sectors. For
instance, India and Russia could spearhead efforts in education and development, showcasing their
achievements at the end of the year. Similarly, Brazil could lead initiatives focused on agriculture and
food security, with South Africa playing a pivotal role in environmental protection. China, as a key player,
must overcome its inhibitions and become a positive catalyst for the new and emerging trade
architecture.
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1030-1045 Hours: BREAK

VALEDICTORY SESSION

1045-1230 hours

CHAIR

K. P. Vijayalakshmi is a Professor and the Head of the Department of
Geopolitics and International Relations (DGIR), Manipal Academy of
Higher Education (MAHE), Manipal. She has been a Professor of US
Studies and the former Chairperson of the Centre for Canadian, US and
Latin American Studies, School of International Studies, JNU, New Delhi.
She serves as an Executive Council member of Manohar Parrikar Institute
of Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. She also serves as Honorary
Adjunct Visiting faculty at the International Strategic Studies Programme,
National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), Bangalore. She has also
been a member of the editorial boards of several journals, including Africa

Review. She has also been a member of the advisory board of a number of programmes both in India and
abroad. She is a member of the International Studies Association. In recognition of her work, she has
been awarded the Olive J. Reddick and Gilmour Award of the Indian Association of American Studies, Ford
Foundation Faculty Fellowship, Senior Fulbright Post-Doctoral Fellowship at the University of Maryland,
Salzburg Seminar Fellowship (thrice) and Fulbright-Nehru Visiting Faculty, Bush School of Government
and Public Service, Texas A&M University. She has been a research grantee of several presidential
libraries in the US to conduct primary research and a recipient of publication grants from ICSSR.

SPECIAL REMARKS BY
HONORARY DIRECTOR, ICS

AND CHAIRMAN, CHINA STUDY CENTRE

SPECIAL REMARKS

Alka Acharya, Honorary Director, Institute of Chinese Studies; Professor,
Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi.
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Seshadri Chari, Chairman, China Study Centre, Department of Geopolitics
and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education,
Manipal.

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS

Sachin Chaturvedi is currently Director General at RIS, New Delhi. He
works on issues related to development economics, including
development finance with focus on building necessary ecosystemS like
related institutions and infrastructure for eventually achieving SDG targets.
His area of specialisation includes creating cooperation modalities in the
South-South and Triangular Cooperation. Through several of his books and
articles, he has made immense contributions to cooperation in trade and
innovation linkages with special focus on WTO and G20. He is also
Member, Board of Governors, Reserve Bank of India (RBI). His book titled,
The Logic of Sharing: Indian Approach to South-South Cooperation has

been acclaimed internationally as one of the best volumes on international development cooperation.

CONVENER’ S REPORT

G. Venkat Raman, Convener, 17th AICCS; Professor, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Management, Indore;
Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.
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INTRODUCER

Anand V., Co-Convener, 17th AICCS; Assistant Professor (Senior Scale) and
Coordinator, China Study Centre, Department of Geopolitics and
International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

VOTE OF THANKS

Amrita Jash, Co-Convener, 17th AICCS, Assistant Professor, Department
of Geopolitics and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher
Education, Manipal.

APPRECIATION ANDWELCOMING DELEGATES TO THE 18ᵗʰ AICCS

G. Venkat Raman, Convener, 17th AICCS; Professor, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Management, Indore;
Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.

1230-1330 Hours: LUNCH BREAK



50

NOTE: Speakers in all thematic sessions will have 12-14 minutes to make their presentations. The Chair
& Discussant will comment on the papers for not more than 10 minutes. The remaining time will be for
Q&A.

In Special Panels, unless otherwise decided by the Chair beforehand, each speaker is requested to
confine the presentations to 10-12 minutes, and keep the remaining time for Q&A.

ABOUT THE ORGANISERS

INSTITUTE OF CHINESE STUDIES

The Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS), New Delhi is engaged in and committed to
interdisciplinary research on China. Apart from the annual All India Conference of China
Studies (AICCS), the Institute undertakes various collaborative research programs and

multilateral initiatives with prominent institutions in India and abroad, and brings together leading and
upcoming scholars through multiple fora. Among its many legacies, it has been conducting the iconic
Wednesday Seminar for over 50 years and publishes the China Report, a peer-reviewed quarterly journal
on China and East Asia, currently in its 60th year of publication.

MANIPAL ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION

Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE), an Institution of Eminence
Deemed to be University, is a self-financing higher educational institution that
started its operations in 1953 by establishing the first self-financing medical

college as public-private collaboration model. Over the years, various institutions have been added, and
finally, in June 1993, this group of institutions was declared as a Deemed to be University by the Govt. of
India. Its excellent track record in academics, infrastructure, and research contributions and its standing
in the national and international rankings culminated in it being declared as an Institution of Eminence
Deemed to be University (IoE) by the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India, in October 2020. MAHE is
synonymous with excellence in higher education. Over 35,000 students from 60+ nations live, learn, and
play in the sprawling University town, nestled on a plateau in Karnataka’s Udupi district. It also has nearly
3000+ faculty and almost 10000+ other support and service staff, who cater to the various professional
institutions in Health Sciences, Engineering, Management, Communication, Humanities, Liberal Arts, and
Social Sciences. Presently, MAHE offers about 300+ programmes in 31+ streams, which include
undergraduate, postgraduate, and postdoctoral levels, at its campuses in India and overseas. MAHE has
off-campuses in Mangaluru, Bengaluru, and Jamshedpur and an off-shore campus in Dubai (UAE).

The China Study Centre of the Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE) was launched in 2018 with
the aim of understanding China in a comprehensive manner through high-quality research. The Centre
seeks to establish scholarly networks in India and abroad and cultivate a culture of research and
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interactions on China-related affairs. Established under the Department of Geopolitics and International
Relations, MAHE, the Centre has been set up to establish a network of young analysts with a complete
knowledge of China. The Centre focuses on creating a repository of knowledge on China from a
multifaceted dimension with a concentration on Politics, Economics, Commerce, Society, Culture, Science
and Technology. The Department of Geopolitics and International Relations (DGIR) at MAHE was
established in 1999 to prepare the young minds of India, who are keen to know about geopolitical
developments and the nation’s role in it, to decipher the intricacies of world politics from India’s
standpoint. The Department has been the first and only one in India offering Masters and Ph.D.
programmes in the discipline of Geopolitics.

INDIAN COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH

Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) was established in the year of 1969 by
the Government of India to promote research in social sciences in the country. The ICSSR
is an autonomous body under the Ministry of Education, Government of India, and a
premier organisation which has been actively promoting and funding social science

research in the country since its inception. ICSSR provides grants for projects, fellowships, international
collaboration, capacity building, surveys, publications etc., to promote research in social sciences in India.
The Council is at present assisting 24 Research Institutes, 6 Regional Centres, and it has 17 new categories
of ICSSR recognised Institutes located in different regions of India.

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) is the government body responsible for
formulating and implementing India’s foreign policy. The Policy Planning and
Research (PPR) division in MEA plays a crucial role in shaping India’s foreign policy

by conducting research, analysis, and strategic planning.

KNOWLEDGE PARTNERS

RESEARCH AND INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (RIS)

RIS is a New Delhi–based autonomous policy research institute that
specialises in issues related to international economic development, trade,

investment and technology. RIS is envisioned as a forum for fostering effective policy dialogue and
capacity-building among developing countries on global and regional economic issues. The focus of the
work programme of RIS is to promote South-South Cooperation and collaborate with developing
countries in multilateral negotiations in various forums. RIS is engaged across inter-governmental
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processes of several regional economic cooperation initiatives. Through its intensive network of think
tanks, RIS seeks to strengthen policy coherence on international economic issues and the development
partnership canvas.

JANYUTECH

JANYUTECH specializes in designing and manufacturing Human Enabling
Collaborative Robots specifically engineered for hazardous, strenuous, and
repetitive work environments. JANYUTECH's vision is to become the market

leader in collaborative human-enabling robotics, offering solutions that enhance safety, efficiency, and
productivity. The firm's robots are custom-built for specific applications, featuring a modular design and
an intuitive user experience tailored for an unskilled workforce. They are designed with a smaller
footprint and exceptional dexterity, enabling them to operate effectively in constrained spaces. As a local
OEM, the company offers comprehensive service and maintenance, ensuring a one-stop solution for all
customer needs.
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