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— ABOUT —

ALL INDIA CONFERENCE OF CHINA STUDIES (AICCS)

The Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS) has been organizing the All India Conference of
China Studies (AICCS) as a flagship event since 2006. Convened annually, usually in
November-December, in partnership with an institution where research and teaching in
China Studies is being carried out, it is meant to generate interest in and strengthen
research on China Studies in India. In addition to a special theme each year, the conference
also showcases a survey of recent scholarship in different aspects of China Studies, globally

as well as in India.

As a pan-Indian outreach initiative, the previous editions of AICCS have been held in Delhi
(2006 & 2009), Jadavpur University (2010), Central University of Hyderabad (2011), Visva-
Bharati University (2012 & 2021), IIM Kozhikode (2013), Banaras Hindu University (2014),
Sikkim University (2015), University of Mumbai (2016), Goa University (2017), CHRIST
University (2018), O.P. Jindal Global University (2019), IIT Madras (2021), IIT Guwahati
(2022), and Central University of Hyderabad (2023).

Each year, the best paper presented by a young and emerging scholar is selected for the
Mira Sinha-Bhattacharjea Award, instituted in the memory of one of the most eminent
scholars of China Studies in India. The Award carries a prize of 25,000 INR and the selected
paper is published by the ICS. The selection is made by a committee comprising senior
China scholars, on the basis of originality of the topic, methodology, argument and

presentation.


https://www.icsin.org/mira-sinha-bhattacharjea-award#%3A~%3Atext%3DThe%20Mira%20Sinha%2DBhattacharjea%20Award%2CIndia%20Conference%20of%20China%20Studies

— CONCEPT NOTE —

This year, the AICCS, in its 17" edition, will be held in Manipal on 21-23 November 2024 in
collaboration with the China Study Centre, Department of Geopolitics and International
Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education (Institution of Eminence), Manipal. The
Special Theme is Understanding China in a Turbulent World: Geopolitical Contestation and
Cooperation.

For the last four decades of the 20™ century and up to the first decade of the 21% century, the Asian
theatre was, by and large, stable. The PRC's overriding domestic and external requirement was
peace and stability to pursue its domestic economic development and modernization agenda.
China took full advantage of the economic globalization underway, facilitating the flow of vast
quantities of foreign investment to the PRC. Its chief strategy was to 'keep a low profile' and not
take the lead' in international affairs, enabling it to prioritize and achieve double-digit growth for
nearly three decades. Even as the American policy towards China went through various twists and
turns from 'containment' to 'engagement' to 'congagement,' it was a relationship marked by the

clear dominance of the US, duly recognized by the PRC.

By the end of the first decade of the 21 century, the PRC had climbed to the position of the third
biggest economy, ranked second in forex holdings, had acquired the label of the 'manufacturing
factory' of the world, and had dazzled the international gathering with its technological
capabilities at the 2008 Beijing Olympics. After that, the PRC's external posture and behavior
observed a shift from the 'keeping a low-profile approach' to one based on the 'striving for
achievement' policy. Scholars have debated the nature and implications of the impending "power
transition" and have embarked on theoretical exercises to explain the structural transformation
of the world order that the "rise" of China heralded. More crucially, the United States and China
now appear to be on the brink of an entirely new phase of engagement, marked by (power)
competition, confrontation on a host of issues, and lessening possibilities of cooperation. This
rivalry will likely shape the political, military-strategic, and economic futures of the region's other

countries.

Over the past decade, China has used its growing economic strength to create interdependencies
with several Asian nations, thus weakening some of these nations' political affiliations with the
United States. At the same time, the regional countries worry that China's growing military forays
in the East and South China Seas will constrain their sovereignty and interests. Therefore, they
have sought to get the United States to re-engage in Asia. But while they want the US to



counterbalance China in the region, a few of these nations are lining up alongside the United
States to contain China militarily. The growing disenchantment with the BRI is another
dimension, even as China has created an impressive financial support base to facilitate the BRI,
including the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, BRICS New Development Bank, and the Silk

Road Fund, including participation by China's state-owned banks.

Juxtaposed with the pandemic, the 20* Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) marked
a departure from traditional politics, paving the way for a 'new era' under Xi Jinping. This
development hints at China's future and has implications for the changing regional and global
political landscape. What adds to this are the growing concerns over demographic challenges and

slow economic growth in China.

In addition, the world is witnessing multiple theatres of regional conflicts. For instance, the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict, the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, and the recently unprecedented
escalation of military hostilities between the Houthis and the US in the Red Sea. There are more
global risks associated with these regional wars. There is growing anxiety about whether the

increasing tensions in Europe and the Middle East will snowball into a worldwide conflict.

Given this highly turbulent era due to the structural churn in world politics, the Special Theme of
the 171" AICCS would be Understanding China in a Turbulent World: Geopolitical Contestation
and Cooperation. A host of rubrics are encompassed within this theme: China's Perceptions of the
World Order and the role it seeks to exercise in this new era' under Xi Jinping;the new trends in
foreign and security policy, which could encompass China's military modernization and force
structure and its strategic partnerships; the PRC's new global initiatives,reflecting China's growing
international discourse power and its resonance, especially within theGlobal South; the changing
nuances in China's multilateral engagements and the leading role it seeks to acquire in climate
change negotiations; and finally, the global governance of technology, keeping in mind science &
technology innovation in China and its quest for energy security and strategic minerals.



— PROGRAMME —

WEDNESDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2024

1100 - 2100 hours: Arrival of Participants

DAY 1: THURSDAY, 21 NOVEMBER 2024

0830- 0900 hours: Registration for Conference Attendees

INAUGURAL SESSION
0900-1115 hours

Welcome Remarks: Alka Acharya, Honorary Director, Institute of Chinese Studies;
Professor & Chair, Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

Chair: Seshadri Chari, Chairman, China Study Centre, Department of Geopolitics and
International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

Convener’s Remarks: G. Venkat Raman, Convener, 17th All India Conference of China
Studies (AICCS); Professor, Indian Institute of Management, Indore; HonoraryFellow,
Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.

Opening Address: Lt. Gen. (Dr.) M. D. Venkatesh, Vice Chancellor, Manipal Academy
of Higher Education, Manipal.

Special Remarks:

M. D. Nalapat, Honorary Director, Department of Geopolitics and International

Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.



Keynote Address:

Madhavan K. Palat, Former Professor, Centre for Historical Studies, JawaharlalNehru
University, New Delhi.

Introducer: Amrita Jash, Co-Convener, 17th AICCS, Assistant Professor, Department of
Geopolitics and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

Vote of Thanks: Anand V., Co-Convener, 17th AICCS; Assistant Professor,Department
of Geopolitics and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education,
Manipal.

1115-1130 hours: BREAK

SPECIAL PANEL I
State of the Field: Accessing the Discourses in Chinese Studies
1130-1300 hours

Chair: Alka Acharya, Honorary Director, Institute of Chinese Studies; Professor,
Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi.

Speakers:

Bhim B. Subba, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, School of Social
Sciences, University of Hyderabad, Telangana; Adjunct Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies,
New Delhi.

G. Venkat Raman, Professor, Indian Institute of Management, Indore; Honorary Fellow,
Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.

Anushka Saxena, Staff Research Analyst, The Takshashila Institution, Bengaluru.



Shagufta Yasmin, Doctoral Scholar, Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

1300-1400 hours: LUNCH

THEMATIC PANEL |
China and International Politics
1400-1515 hours

Chair: Dhanasree Jayaram, Assistant Professor, Department of Geopolitics and
International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

Speakers:
Rushali Saha, Independent Researcher; Security Risk Analyst, Horizon Intelligence.

Unveiling China's Strategic Narratives: Perspectives on the Liberal International
Order

Harsh Yadav, Postgraduate Scholar, Department of International Relations, South

Asian University, New Delhi.

Dragon’s Pearl in the 21st Century: The Intricacies of Chinese “Rogue Aid” in the
Global South

Faisal Ahmed, Professor of International Business and Soumya Tiwari, Research
Scholar, Foundation for Organisational Research and Education (FORE) School of
Management, New Delhi.

Factors Influencing China’s Geopolitical Gravity: Some Evidence from
Mathematical Modelling



1515-1530 hours: BREAK

THEMATIC PANEL II
China’s Foreign Policy and Diplomacy
1530-1645 hours

Chair: Rityusha Mani Tiwary, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science,
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College, University of Delhi; Honorary Fellow, Institute of
Chinese Studies, New Delhi.

Speakers:

Swati Kanwar, Doctoral Scholar, Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International

Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

Exploring China's Soft Power Strategy through Confucius Institutes

Uday Nitin Patil, Dr. TMA Pai Fellow and Doctoral Scholar, Department of Geopolitics
and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education,Manipal.

Leadership Dynamics in US-China Relations in the ‘New Era’

Shree Jain, Doctoral Scholar and Sukalpa Chakrabarti, Professor, Symbiosis School

of International Studies, Symbiosis International, Pune.

“Manufacturing Consent” Online: China's Race for Influence through Social
Media

1645-1700 hours: HIGH TEA



THEMATIC PANEL 111
China’s Domestic Politics
1700-1830 hours

Chair: Sreemati Chakrabarti, Former Professor, Department of East Asian Studies,
University of Delhi; Chairperson and Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies,
New Delhi.

Speakers:

Namita Sharma, Doctoral Scholar, Department of International Relations and
Governance Studies, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Shiv Nadar Institution

of Eminence, Delhi-NCR.

Comparative Analysis of Political Control in China: The Great Leap Forward and
the Zero Covid Policy

Japneet Kaur, Research Associate, Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence, Delhi-NCR.

Building Unified Domestic Market: Origins, Policies, and Progress

Diptangshu Ganguly, Doctoral Scholar, Center for Chinese & South East Asian Studies,
School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,

New Delhi.

Chinese Style Modernization: CPC’s Modernization Narrative in Xi Jinping’s New
Era

Gokireddy Hima Bindu, Independent Researcher.

China’s Military Modernisation under Xi Jinping and the Military-Civil Fusion
Strategy: Implications for India



1830-1845 hours: BREAK

SPECIAL LECTURE
1845-1945 hours

Chair: S. Raghotham, Strategic Analyst.

Speaker:

Lt. Gen. Arun Kumar Sahni (Retd.), PVSM, UYSM, SM, VSM, Former Commander-
in-Chief, Indian Army.

2030-2200 hours: SPECIAL DINNER

DAY 2: FRIDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2024

THEMATIC PANEL IV
China and the Geopolitics of Technology
0900-1030 hours

Chair: Arvind Kumar, Professor, Centre for Canadian, US & Latin American Studies,

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

Speakers:

Nikhil Guvvadi, Doctoral Scholar, Special Centre for National Security Studies
(SCNSS), Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.



China's Dominance in the Critical Minerals Industry: Major Power Responses and
Counter-Responses

Shalini Singh, Doctoral Scholar, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity
University, Noida.

Navigating Game Theory Dynamics: China's Strategic Quest for Critical Minerals
in a Globalised World

Megha Shrivastava, Dr. TMA Pai Fellow and Doctoral Scholar, Department of
Geopolitics and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education,

Manipal.

Examining the State of China’s Semiconductor Industry: A Comparative Analysis
of Pre- and Post-American Export Control Measures

Subhash Bhambhu, Doctoral Scholar, Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence, Delhi-NCR.

Monopolizing the Differential Technological Capabilities: The Case of the US
Sanctions Regime against China

1030-1045 hours: HIGH TEA

THEMATIC PANEL V
Culture, Society and Religion in China
1045-1200 hours

Chair: Sabaree Mitra, Professor, Centre for Chinese and South East Asian Studies,
School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University;
Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.



Speakers:

Abhinav Kumar, Doctoral Scholar, Centre for Chinese and South East Asian Studies,

School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New

Delhi.

Integration of Traditional Cultural Elements into China's Core Socialist Values in
the New Era

Kaustav Padmapati, Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Studies and Media,
University of Petroleum and Energy Studies (UPES), Dehradun.

China’s Critical Relationship with LGBTQIA+ Movement in the Post Covid Era

Gargi Chaturvedi, Doctoral Scholar, Centre for Chinese and Southeast Asian Studies,

School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New

Delhi.

Red Redux: ‘Wenhua Zixin’ and ‘Red Culture’ Discourse in the New Era

1200-1215 hours: BREAK

THEMATIC PANEL VI
China and Asia
1215-1345 hours

Chair: Vignesh Ram, Assistant Professor, Department of Geopolitics and

International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

Speakers:



Khushnam P. N., Independent researcher, IR and Regional Security and Analyst

Expansion of Chinese Influence in the Shifting Geopolitics of West Asia: Regional
and Global Implications

Shahadat Hossain, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, South

Asian University, New Delhi.

China factor in India’s ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’, Focus on Bangladesh and
Maldives

Shruti Dey, Doctoral Scholar, Department of Politics and International Studies,
Pondicherry University, Pondicherry.

China Factor in India-Vietham Relations: Assessing through Conflict
Management and Conflict Resolution Theory

Prosper Malangmei, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Maharaja
Bodhchandra College, Manipur University, Manipur.

Reviving Pax Sinica: Geopolitical Implications for India

1345-1445 hours: LUNCH BREAK

THEMATIC PANEL VII: China and Indo-Pacific
1445-1615 hours

Chair: Chintamani Mahapatra, Founder and Honorary Chairperson, Kalinga
Institute of Indo-Pacific Studies, Bhubaneswar.



Speakers:
Kanishkh Kanodia, Academy Fellow, Chatham House.

How the Chinese View the “Indo-Pacific”: Explaining China’s Dismissiveness

Biyon Sony Joseph, Assistant Professor (Guest), Department of Political Science, St.
Thomas College, Palai.

China’s Perceptions and Strategic Responses to the Contested Indo-Pacific
Security Order

Alvina Antonia Almeida, Research Intern, Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi.

Assessing China's Strategic Impact and Influence in the Indian Ocean Region

Cchavi Vasisht, Senior Research Associate, Chintan Research Foundation.

Convergence and Conflict: The Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar's Evolving
Landscape

1615-1630 hours: BREAK

SPECIAL PANEL 11
Al and the Governance of Technology
1630-1800 hours

Chair: Seshadri Chari, Chairman, China Study Centre, Department of Geopolitics

and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

Speakers:



Deepak Maheshwari, Senior Consultant, Centre for Social and Economic Progress,
New Delhi.

Abhimanyu Raja P., Co-founder and Managing Director, JANYU TECH Pvt. Ltd,,
Mumbai.

Kartik Bommakanti, Senior Fellow, Strategic Studies Programme, Observer Research
Foundation (ORF), New Delhi.

Nidhi Singh, Project Manager, Centre for Communication Governance, National Law

University, New Delhi.

1930-2100 hours: DINNER

DAY 3: SATURDAY, 23 NOVEMBER 2024

SPECIAL PANEL 111
Impact of Geopolitical Factors on Economy and Trade
0900-1030 hours

Chair: Jabin Thomas Jacob, Associate Professor, School of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Shiv Nadar University, Delhi-NCR; Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese
Studies, New Delhi.

Speakers:

G. Venkat Raman, Professor, Indian Institute of Management, Indore; Honorary
Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi.

Vivek Y. Kelkar, Researcher, Analyst and Columnist.

S. K. Mohanty, Professor, Research and Information System for Developing Countries

(RIS), New Delhi.



Mohammed Saqib, Founder and Convenor, Centre for Geoeconomics for the Global
South, UAE.

1030-1045 hours: BREAK

VALEDICTORY SESSION
1045-1230 hours

Chair: K. P. Vijayalakshmi, Professor and Head, Department of Geopolitics and
International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

Special Remarks: Alka Acharya, Honorary Director, Institute of Chinese Studies;
Professor & Chair, Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

Special Remarks: Seshadri Chari, Chairman, China Study Centre, Department of
Geopolitics and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

Valedictory Address: Sachin Chaturvedi, Director General, Research and Information
System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi.

Convener’s Report: G. Venkat Raman, Convener, 17th AICCS; Professor, Indian Institute

of Management, Indore; Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, NewDelhi.

Introducer: Anand V., Co-Convener, 17th AICCS; Assistant Professor, Departmentof
Geopolitics and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.

Vote of Thanks: Amrita Jash, Co-Convener, 17th AICCS; Assistant Professor, Department
of Geopolitics and International Relations, Manipal Academy of Higher Education,

Manipal.

Appreciation and Welcoming Delegates to the 18™ AICCS: G. Venkat Raman,
Convener, 17th AICCS; Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian
Institute of Management, Indore; Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, New
Delhi.

1230-1330 hours: LUNCH & DISPERSAL



NOTE: Speakers in all thematic sessions will have 12-14 minutes to make their presentations. The
Chair will make comments and observations on the papers for not more than 10 minutes. The
remaining time will be for Q&A.

In Special Panels, unless otherwise decided by the Chair beforehand, each speaker is requested to
confine the presentations to 10-12 minutes, and keep the remaining time for Q&A.



